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FRANCE & GERMANY

MCCH of the hope that the Boers will ultimately be saved

by the European powera is based upon thie supposition
that the German Emperor may interveny; bat the German Gov-
crnment is comvincwd that Germany is the object of more hostile
regard than any other country, and that she must prepare to de-
fend herwif against more thanone enemy, should a quareel lead-
ing to war arise.  The ongans which reflect government apinion
expecially distrust Frunee.  One of the Intest causes of distrust
is the attitude of M. Ml Deschund. president of the Chamber of
Dcputics, who, upem his election to the Académiv Frangaise, ¢x-
pressed himself to the following cffect:

My predeceasor umong the Immurtals of the Academy foresaw
that Germany would igcrease and that Franoe would guffer re-
verses,  Hence Hervé, after the war, was a stmnoyg advecate of
an ca/ente with Russia, to prevent the hegemony of Germany.
France cun not act ax a rival to Euglund ad to ticrmany at the
same time; to establish ber power on the Continent she nust
have her coast free. It is casier for Praoce tn bring about an
accontd between England and Russia than for Germany to
strenthen the friendship of aly and Austria.

Coupled with demonstrationsof this kind istheincreased effort
of the Roman Catholics to arouse discontent in Alsace-Lurraine.
‘There is a puragraph in the constitution of the Reichsiande which
cvnables the governor to act without the Assembly, under certain
circumstances. It has never heen onforced ; but the Catholics
find ita hindrance, nnd demand its removal.  Prince Hohenlohe,
however, replied in the main as fullows:

1 have been governor of Alsace-Lorraine for nine years. and
can say that people hardly cver bothered about the paragraph
then. Minister von Killer, who was four ycars in office there,
never even read the paragraph.  This proves that its valoe as a
means for agitation bux only recently been discovered. I admit
that the population is Joval tn the main; but doubtlcss there is a
minority who arc not. In saying this, T do nut intend to censure
their attitnde ; 1 state but the facts. It is characterixgie that the
clergy should oppose thoerection uf n Catbolic faculty at the Uni-
versity of Strassburg, for fear that French infioence would vanish
unlesa the students are restricted to the anti-Germun Seminary.
Our relations to the French Government are the very best; but
Alsace-Lorraine is borderland, and we must have the right to act
quickly ia cases of emergency.

In England there is much satisfaction with the Chancellor’s
gpeech, nltho some papers question its prudence.  The Loodon
Mpectafor xays :

“The Chancellor only speaks the truth, but was it necessary,
or even politic, to be quite xo brutally direct?, In uny case, his
words can hardly be pleasant reading to thuse Frenchmen who
have been dreaming that if William 11 could only e recouped
out of the spuils of England they might regain their provinces
without fighting (iermany. South Africa, for example, ix richer
thun Elsass-Lothringen. All those dreams vanish before the

blood and iron of the Chancellur’s speveh.”

The Kieler Zeitung remarks that Englishmen naturally are
surprised to hear the truth spoken, especially as they affect to
ignure the fact that Alsace-Lorraine was always inhabited by
Germans, the for awhile in the possession of France,  The paper
also asks i€ it is really thaught that the Kaiser could, if e would,
part with German territory as with private property. Many Lib-
eral German papers believe that fear of France is gmundless.
Indead. French pupwers print comments of o sort which would
hive been impossible a generatisd ago. The Paris fowrnal
s IDébats nays:

It is not for us to judge wherher 1he Alsacians are perfoetly
ratisfied, or whether, as the Chaneellor remarked, there s a
minority which thinks with regretful sighs of French times.
What concerns iy more clisely is that the Chancellor admitted
the condial relitions existing between France and Germany.
The old wound is not yet healed with us; but we know that, €
we are to persist in the colonial policy bogun by Jules Ferry, it is
Enpland, more than any other power, that opposes French inter-
ests. We da not belicve that curdial relations between France
sl Fnglind ane impossible, for the world is big coough for
theny; but the actions of Mr. Chamberlain and his fellow miniz-
ters prove that they do not think as we de.  We can not carry on
istruggle on two sides, hence we must stand well with all the
continental countries,.  We regret, however, that government
ook like the Rd/nesc e Aedtuny are so very anti- French.”

The Berlin Pewtsihe Tuges Zeitwng declares that neither
France nor Rusain cat fully trust Germany unless Germany
mukes herself free from England. " Zox vrow Engrland " (Away
from England), savs the paper; " England is never trustworthy,
and she will treat us only the worse if she butieves we are influ-
cheed by het."— Trasnsiations made for ‘Tar. LiITERARY Dickst,
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