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THE WALTHER PISTOL

The new German Army
Waolither pistol.

HEe Walther, officially called Pistole 38, is com-

ing into more and more general use as a stand-
ard issue in the German Army. Eventually it mey
repisce the Luger. Although the Walther lacks
the stopping of the U. S M1911 Colt 45, I s
nevertheless a handy weapun because of its
double-actyon (cature and \ts good balsnce

How to ldentify. The Walther may be identified
by (1) horizontally grooved grips, (2) ou'side
hammer, (3) marking ("P. 38") on left &ade of
the alide, (4) safety on left rear of the shae, ()
lanyard hook an left grip, (6) double action.

TABLE OF CHARACTERISTICS
Principle of opergtion . Shen recoll-operated, dosbie-
oction trigger mechanim,

Cofiber Pam (84 inchi
Ammsuniton ’.ﬂ Porobelern (Germon, . Beitih,
ttolien, or U. S. monutocturse).
Copotity of mogotine B roveda
Sghta
Fromt . laverted V bicdde.
Rear Opun ¥V nokh, sonodjuatoble,
Lengh of berred 473 iachan
Waight
With laoded mogoime . 2 poundy 3.23 ouncmm,
With gty Rogatine 2 pounds 1.78 oumien
Ripnge
Effective . 23 yparde
Mosmun . LI5S0 yurde
Murele welocivy 1,040 foet per sacond.
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Methed of weing German sights. 1. Correct sight
pictore. 2. Firing high. 3. low and right. 4, low ond
right. 5. Lower left. 8. Low shot,

How to Operute. Safaty.—The safcty is a lever
located at the Jent rear of the sikde. Tofire, thumb
up the safety, uncovering the letter “F~ (fener—

fire™). To lock the pistol, thumb down the sufely
uncovering the letter "S” (sicher—"safe™)

To unlock the pustal, aet the safety to the “safe”
position. This permits the hammer to fall and at
the same ume locks the finng pin

The Walther has o device which enables n
qQuick check 1o be made in ordéer 1o determine
whether or not there is a cartridge in the chamber
If there is a cartradge in the chamber, a small pin
protrudes about a quarter of an inch from the
back end of the shde. If the chamber is emply.
this «mall pin will remain flugh with the surface
ol the back vnd of the sixde. This arrangement s
particula¥y handy in the dark

To load and fire (singic-actiorn mcthod).—Pul
the saf=ty on “fire.” Inserl a locaded magazine into
the butl and ghove It forward until the magazine
catch holds it Pull the slide back once and let it
snap forward The plstal is now loaded and cocked
A pull an the trigger wtll fire it

The {oad (altermate method ) —Put the safety
on “safe,” Insert the londed magazine and work
the slide as describod in instructions on safety
above. This pistol is now loaded but not cocked
When ready to fire, put Lhe safety on “fire” and
pull the tngger. As this pistol has a double action,
the pull on the trigger will cock the hammer and
fire the round. After the first shot, the recoll of
the slide will cock the hammer

To untoud.—Pull to the rear the megezine cateh,
locgted on the bottom rear of the butt. The maga-
zine will drop out. Waork the slide back and forth
seversl timexd 10 be sure the chamber Is emptied.
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