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QUEENLY ENIGMA: What
Will Mrs. Simpson and King Edward
Do? Asks Wondering World

Nobody mentioned the King. For that
malter, no British newspaper mentioned
that Mrs. Simpson was his friend.

But minutes before the Baltimore belle
slipped out of Ipswich Assizes with her
second divoree in her pocket, a million con-
versations were being launched around the
world with the phrase:

“Now that she's free—"

Javanese and New Yorkers and Ice-
landers wondered, like Britons, whether,
“now that she’s free,” the American woman
would:

1. Fade out of the picture as Wallis
Warfield to spare her “Davey” any em-
barrassment;

2. Simply continue to be Mrs. Simpson,
“his closest friend”;

3. Become his morganatic wife;

4. Become his Queen Consort, his in-
ferior and subject, thereby enjoying the
following ancient prerogatives:

a. The making of grants, gifts, or con-
tracts without the King;

K.LA Suing and being sued without the

ing;
c. Receiving by gift from her husband;
d. Having her courts and offices as if
she were a sole person;

e. Holding for treason those who plot
against her life;

i. Being tried by her own equals for
offenses;

g. Recciving her ancient revenue of
Queen Gold (personal revenue) .

There is no law to prevent the King’s
making her his Queen, if he wishes. Even
the established Church of England could
perform the ccremony, for under the
Divorce Laws of 1857, divorced people
may remarry in church. A prelate or
clergyman need not officiate if he objects,
but he may not refuse the use of his church,
or forbid another clergyman to officiate.

Inconsistency—In practise, the Church’s at-
titude is contradictory: while refusing to
admit there is such a thing as divorce, it
takes a stand against it. JFour years ago
the Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of
England, close friend of the Queen
Mother, and traditional officiating clergy-
nan at a royal marriage ceremony, voiced
Is “desire that in the case of any person
Previously married, who has been sep-
arated by divorce from a husband or wife
who is still alive, the marriage should not

solemnized in church.” .
,‘Wlﬂlly. too, British royalty frowns on
d;:}orce’. Quccn Mary refused to reccive
b lOrcl:es in court, following the example
= der strong-willed mother-in-law,  Queen
‘oloria, devoting her life to Prince Al-
“‘;ts sainted memory, cven frowned on
Temarriage of widows, altho she was

e cnlq of a widow’s second union.
l\'inu‘ times are changing under the new
dl'lt% tradition after tradition is being

tered,

U\o",l,‘,wms Parliament could not. forbid
Cllil(lr‘.‘tcn’ it could ban "Queen Wally's”
coulg from the throne. Morcover, it
cut or abolish the King's publi¢ in-
: $2,700,000 a year. At present. he
M0t receive £600.000 of this amount—
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Scnn of Mrs. Simpson's divorce frial at Ipswich
where Justice Sir John Hawke presided

$200,000 destined for his bride, the re-
mainder for a future Prince of Wales.

Dowagers and bewhiskered ‘Colonials
—thinking of the glories of the past,
the dearth of monarchs, the solidity
of England and the pitiable state of the
world at the momcnt—hupc that “the nice
thing will be done.” But things like the
fricndship of the King and Mrs. Simpson
havent been happening with any great
regularity of late, and 'ncmoncs are just a
bit rusty on what the “nice thing”
might be.

Edward could, of course, marry mor-
ganutically, like George IV, who, as Prince
of Wales, made the twice-widowed, Roman
Catholic Maria Fitzherbert his wife.,
Later, uppmsscd by debt, the “first gentle-
man of Europe” broke off the match and
married Princess Caroline.

A morganatic marriage is one in which
a person of high rank marries an inferior
who can not share his tltlc, the children
forfeit any right of succession. ,

The term comes from morgeiigabe—the
morning gift a husband gave his wife after
their wedding. In Germanic countries, the
“left-handed” wife’s status varicd with cir-
cumstances. When Franz Ferdinand, heir
to the Austro-Hungarian throne, married
the Countess Sophie Chotek, old Emperor
Franz Josef and his ctiquette-bound court
Dlackballed her. Then Kaiser Wilhelm of
Germany impulsively placed her on his
left at a dinner.

Thereafter, tho her children were banned

from the throne, her social position in
Austria was improved.
Status Quo—Friends of the King and Mrs.
Simpson, uncertain of how the British
people might react to a marriage, either
regal or morganatie, fecl that perhaps the
hest way would be to let things go on as
they are—as friends. Memories of Ed-
ward’s grandfather tend to condone any
amatory alliances as long as they don't
get in the way of affairs of state.

While the question of Edward’s inten-
tions tortured the entire American press
British editors still declined to speculate
The London Times set the tone for th
story with its head-line: “U udefcmle(l
Divorce Suit: Casc at Ipswich Assizes.”

Yet London society talked of nothing
clse.

Americans read and read and read. They
shrugged their shoulders, joked, rather
than talked.

In England, dowagers preferred to be-
lieve that the King and his American Indy
were merely good friends. Her influence,
they argued, was “motherly,” rather thau
amorous.
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Americans read and read and read. They
shrugged their shoulders, joked, rather
than talked.

In England, dowagers preferred to be-
lieve that the King and his American Indy
were merely good friends. Her influence,
they argued, was “motherly,” rather thau
amorous.

As Prince of Wales, the monarch used to
toss off a full tumbler of Scotch and never
show it, and on onc occasion he had to be
assisted from an Oxford club (he sent in
his resignation next day). Under Mrs.
Simpson’s guidance, however, he is said to
have limited his drinking. One story, un-
doubtedly an invention, has his mentor
remarking:

“Now Edward, you're one over the
VIIIth.”

The King suppochly enm\s simple
pleasures with the “domestic” Mrs. Simp-
son. She cooks meals with him in her flat,
London hears, substituting “homey” com-
forts for dull court formality.

Busy Monarch—Last weck, however, wit-
nessed no such cozy parties.

King Edward put in long howrs with
Pr Councilors and other offici ials, dis-
cussing coronation problems and his speech
for the opening of P ent.

Mrs. Simpson, sceluded in her new
Cumberland Terrace home. informed the
United Press that she might travel for a
time. Not in the United States, she added,
hotly.

“I'll never go back after all the nasty
things they’ve said about me.” she pro-
tested.  “T conld never show my face
there. T don't know why they showld lalk
about me in that way, I'm not important.”

The comment to which she obiceted w
summarized neatly in an cleven-word e
torial in the \\ashmglnn Daily News:

“The Court  granted  Mes. Simpson,
Awerican grass widow, her divoree yes.
terday.”

The article bore the caption:

GOD SAVE THE KING!
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