_Eocui WIRE TAPPERS
RUN INTO NEW CODE

Sioux Observer and Re-
ceiver Make Things
Easy for Gunners

Because of the nature of the country
over which American troops fought in
the Meuse-Argonne offensive, the Ger-
mans found it easy at times to cut in on
our fleld telephone wires.

The commander of one brigade of ar-
tillery attached to an American division
was particularly annoyed by enemy
wire-tappers in a heavily wooded sec:
tion of the Argonne. Code messages
from artillery observers were belng in-
tercepted by Boche listeners-in, and the
commander knew, as all armles know,
that no code Is impregnable when ex-
perts get working on it

[he artillery commander took up with
the colonel of one of the line regiments
the question of the Huns' wire-tapping
tlidctlvities. And the colonel hit upon an

ea.

Tswo Indians, both of proud Sioux
Ilnoagc. members of one of his com-
panles, were assigned as telephone oper-
ators. Onpe was to go forward with the
nrtillery observer, the other to remain
at the brigade receivfng end of the wire
which the artillery cominander was cer-
tain the Germans had that day tapped
somewhere along the line.

The two Sioux, both intelligent, will-
[nog men, were sent for and given in-
structions. Those instructions were to
transmit, in the language of their
fathers, all messages given them at thejr
respective posts.

Now, when two Sioux Indians get
talklng together in their own tongue,
what they say sounds very much like
code, but isn't. Anyway, It raised hob
with the code experts of certain Prus
sian guard units.

The BSioux stuck on their jobs for
three days and nights. They and the
artillery commander and their own
colonel epjoyed the situation immensely.
If the Germans got any fun out of it
they kept it to themselves.
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