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England in War

By
GIFFORD PINCHOT

HAT a preat war iz and mesns it 1= not easy for
an American born since the Civil War fully to
wnderstand.  Before landing at Liverpool, 1 had,

of course, rend everything [ could get about the war.
Like everyone else, 1 knew what enormous battles had
been fought and what vast losses had been sustained.
But still 1 did not realize the gigantic fact of war. Most
of my countrymen, I do not doubt, are in the same men-
tal position, So little, indeed, do our peaple realize what
war implies thal the American Legation at Brussels has
had to provide itself with rubber stamps which read:
A gtate of war exists in Belgium,” because men and
women constantly write over and ask for things which
are wholly impossible beeause war does exist,

The actunl fact of war was the strangest impression
made upon me during the first fow days in England.
The outward cvi-
dences of a nation T35 A
st war are plenti- : '
jul in London. Sol-
diers are every-
where. Columns of
srmed wmen  and ‘ :
columns of recruits |
shill in  civilian
clathes march
Wlirough the streeta
Dnilling goes on in
the parka and other
places ail day end
every day. The
shop windows are
full of articles for
usz ai the Tront
War fills the papem
¢ nd monepolizes
conversation. Bub
all this feils to
make war rteally
felt. None of thess,

nor the posters
oalling for enlist-

Thke French “ant” army. Soppers af work on new irenches
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ment which cover every wall, appear in every shop
window, fash across whole blocks of wuildings, and
dreorate every taxi cab, nor the darkened streets at
night, nor the supply of eandles in the house ugainst
the time when a Zeppelin raid may require the cutting-
off of the eleetrie light, are sufficient to bring hotne com-
pletcly the actual fnct of war, What fipally does it are
the faces and the talk of the women,

There is no parade of suffering whatever. T have
seareely secn a crape vell since [ landed. Talk goes on
about the men wha have been killed, or who are wound-
ed, or prisoners, or (worst of all for the women) who
are missing, and it goes on a5 much as poesible in the
ordinary tone and way. Complaint is altogether absent.
Every wornan appears to be doing ail she can to help,
nnd every one i3 giving what she has. For in this war

every family, at
| least among the
. richer elastes, hng
given its men to
the service of the
pation,

After two weeks
1 Englapd, during
which I have taken
pains to mquire, T
have learned the
name of but one
singie Englichmoan
of the so-called
leimure clase and of
military sge who is
not engaged in the
war. As soldiem,
or, when they can-
not pass the phys-
ical  exarination,
aa eiviliags, all of
the men of promi-
nence and position
are doing what
they can.  Two
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Blarching ueross Nieuport sands bound for the front.

British admirals of seventy years, long since retired on
their peoeions, have, for example, taken to the sea ngnin,
not as admirals in the active service of the Navy, for
thot ie evidenily impossibls, but zs lieutenants, and
both are cngaged in the dangerous wark of sweeping
for mines,

But it is far from true Lhat the leisure class alome
shows this temper toward the war. The bone and sinew
of Eogland, you hear on every eide, is in Kitchener's
army. Mechanies, elerks, smalil business men, the sue-
cessful o all the nctive oceupations which lead to sue-
cess, are the men who fill the ranks. What strikes the
casual observer about the bodies of troops who pass
it the streets is the obvious high level of physique and
intelligence bath.

Such spint among the men of England iz admirable,
but even more o is the spirit of the women. Over and
over again I have heard women zay of their men, “We
ern stand it if they go, but we could not stand it if they
stayed at home,”

At the ¢nd of a recent eall upon an American lady,
during whirh oo word was said of her bereavement, an
Fnghish woman advanced m years replied to an inquiry
abomt her eldist son: “My jwzbond and 1 have been
highly distingwished. Owr son has died for his ¢ountry ®

To me by far the most steiking [nct in England ia the
tatad abeence of bittemess agninst the Germans, either
4z & people or as individuals. Full discuseion of Cerman
mcthods of warlare I have heard daily, almost houzly,
andt strong condemnation, but no bilterness or abuse
Full and generous recognition iz everywhere given to
Cerman courage and Cierman efficiency.  Although the
whole mation ig profoundly convinced that it 15 fighting
for its liberties and its ceonomic existence aguinst a sys-
teme of milibary absolutism, there seems to be toe bitter-

oess at all. At least [ have foung
none. There can be no stronger evi-
dence than this that the English be-
lieve their quarre] to he just.
'I_'h!!m_ is another plase of the sit-
uaticn in Engiand whirh deserves
special mention. It is this: No Eng-
lishman of influchee desires anvthing
but gtriet neutrality on the part of
the United States. Althougl they
believe themselves to be fighting the
light of democracy against the eflort
of a military autoeracy, to control,
if oot Lo rule the world, aml wlthough
I::JE:? beli{'.ﬂ;:i;hia t2 be in the last an-
- g alysis our fighi a3 much as the
their fa:th m demoerncy being the snme as nurs, ?:Ei
there is no desire on their part that we should tike upon
ourselves any active shure of the burden of the war.

But there is bewilderment, and nol. a Lttle =ense of
regret, over what the average intelligent Englishman re-
gards as our failure to realize the furls. He save:

“England went into this war on a great question of
pl:m.ciple, much as you Americans went into the war
with Spnin. We went to war to ensure the snfety of
small neutral states in the future, and to enfores respect
for the obligations of treaties. We eannot understund
why Ameriea did not lend the enormous weight of her
influence to the cause of imternational moetality by
protesting against the viokation of Belgium.

“Bt_lt. let that pnss. What scems incredible fo us
now, is that you in Ameriea apparently do ot see how
Eogland s fighting to prevent demotracy from being
overwhelmed in Europc. We have nolhing agninst the
(rerman people, but we cannet permit the Prussiun sys-
lews of military hondage to =ct the pace for the whele
world, If we are beaten, the United Stutes will be next
n the wny of German expansion and will have to sup-
reader ar fight. Of course yvou will not survender. Thut
being <o, England has a right to the whole-kearted sym-
pathy of the American people.

“In gemeral you Americans understand that we nre
right, but you do not renlize what we nre giving for the
cause of liberty, We do not sce why you Americans
ghoutd not be willing for 2 time even to loge n hittle
trade in this preat war, which we English are fighting to
proteet aod establish your own principles, and in which
you pre losing nothing eluwe.”

This is the Englishman's point of view, ond the fact
that he is boeking his convictions with 2 army of iwo
or three million fighting men gives weight to his words.
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