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In 1885 Colonel Samuel M. Bow-
man, assisted by Lieutenant-Colonel
. B. Irwin, wrote Sherman and hts
Campaigns, & book of some five hun-
dred pages, published in the same year
by Charles B. Richardson, New York.
It wag one of the earliest contribu-
uons to the history of the War, and
the first devoted to General Sherman,
who wrote to the publisher, under date
of July 81, 1865, —

‘Colonel Bowman . . . heas had ac-
cess to my Order and Letter Books,
embracing copies of all letters written
and orders made by me since the Win-
ler 1861-62 with a view to publish a
Memoir of my life and services, and no
other person has had such an oppor-
winty to read my secret thoughts and
acts.’ :

The preparation of the volume, how-
over, in the tumult and confusion of
the elosing days of the War, was neces-
sarily somewhat hurried, and it was in-
tended that the work should be revised
and enlarged in a subsequent edition,
PiTrsuant to which purpese a copy, in-
tefdeaved with blank pages, was sent
o GMral Sherman in 1868, for his cor-
TeCtions and further suggestions.

General Sherman returned the book
with copious notes and data, including
copics of a number of his letters; but
before any further action was taken
toward revision he began the prepara-
tion of his own Memoirs, though they
were not published until nine years
later. The volume remained jn Colonel
Bowman’s hands until his death in
1885, and thence passed into the lib-
rary of the writer, a relative.
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ue, I regarded its captare as a neceseity
atany cost. When at last it was acoom-
plished, in spite of all the efforts of the
enemy, it was abeolutely conclumve as
to the War being nothing but e ques-
tion of timoe. Too great importance can
never be given to the capture of Vicks-
burgn.nd in the progress of time its
capture will stand out as the great
event of the War. From that moment
the efforta ﬂftlu Rebels wers mercly
spuxmodic, delaying, but never chang-

ing the cortsinty t.:rf th:e event.

What I wrote 0 Grant in the lctter
on page 167, wntten in March, 1864,
proved absolutely truc. When we had
the Bleewsipp: ““dead suro,’’ we made
“short work of Charleaton, Richmond,
and the impoverished coast of the
Atlantic.’*’

It will be recalled that cur Civil War
gave the first illustration of the use of
railroads in extensdve military u;p-am-
avions. Bowman mys, following his
eccount of th-aAthntt campaign, ‘K
desire & paragraph ©or two fromm you on
themb;octuftharmlqu. which
Sherman thus summarizes: ——

*Of course Railroads are of vast im-
portance. I could not have mamntaineg
my army in the Atlanta Campaig,
without them.

‘Locomotivez don't eat com and
hay Uike mules, bt a single locomotiv.
will haul lﬂﬂﬁﬁopou.nd-. A AN el
8 pounds a day, and therefore one train
will feed §0,000 men. Aninsals neod
about 15 pounds. I estimated 6S carya
day nocessary to maintain an army of
100,000 men and 30,000 animals, Iy
for accidenis and tmumuhmn I a3
my figures at 120 cars a day. To d
this work {rom Nashvills I aimed (o
get 100 ocomotiven and 1000 cars, ex.

to losc two trmins & week hy
sccident and the enemy. We attained
nearly that ittndtrd b-c.fm 1 got pos.
soasion Of Atlants.

' Mule wagons could not have done
that work because the teams and guard
will eat up the contents of a wagon in
about 25 days, or 1224 deys out and in,
so that in old times it was an axiom
that armies could not operate mooe
than 100 miles {rom thoir bease. Roee-
crans nearly atarved an army at Chat-
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tanocoga, with a haul of some 80 or 70
miles from Bridgeport and Stovenson
by way of Waldranz Ridge.
‘Bailroads are, however, very deli-
cate —esstly damaged in thurbndga.
culverts, and rils — theorcfore require
large guards and ropeir portios and

materisl,

‘I think we attained the maximum

work out of a xingle line from Nash-
ville to Athants.’

After the ampture of Atlanta, Geo-
;:t Hood wrote to Sharmen suggest-
an oexchange of prisoners, to which
the latter agroed but stipulated that.
as the exchanged Confederates would
immediately return to Hood’s army, he
would only accept Union prisonens
from his own srmy, whose terms of
servioe had noe expired, and not those
tharotofore confined in Rebel prisons
belonging to other eynaies, and m oon-
sequence not available for duty with
him. He also stated that he had cap-
wored anumber of mldmrswhohq,dbm
‘detajled for duty’ in the Atlanta shops,
and that for these he womnld accept
any prisoners.

To this Hood took axﬂaptwn, writ~
wog to him, “The new principle which
you seek to interpolate on the cartel of
our respective governments, as well as
upon the laws and mtomanf War, will
aot be sanotioned by me.’

On this point, and on the order pro-
wwing for the removal of all caiviligns
from Atlanta, & caustic correapondence
ensued, moat of which was reproduced
either in this book or Sherman’s own
Mentoirs, but the following letter was
not used in either: —

ATtaNTa, Sopt. 1%, 1886.
Gkn. 3. B. Hoob,
Comd. Amy of the Tean.,
Confederate Army.

I have yours of to-day. You asked
to exchange prisoners and I consented
as [ar as those which remained m my
hands here and this side of Chatta-
nooga. These I will exchange in the
manner I have stated, and not other-
WISE.

As vou could not know thoec of our
men whose terms had expired I 2uthor-
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ized Col. Warner to say that I would
retain any number taken 3f this army
between cextain dates, say the two
thousand last captured, or in any other
sugie period, but as m matter of busi-
ness { offered terms that could mot ba
raisunderstood.

You have not answered my propo-
sition as to the men captured in Atlan.
ia who are soldiers of the Confederate
-"';:'ﬁmy detailed on ‘Extra Duty” in the
*ROpa.

I think I understand the lawa of
civilized natiors and the customs of
War, but if at & loas at any time I
knowr where to seek for information to
refresh my memoxy.

If you will give cur prisomers at
Andersonvillea littlemore elbow-room,
and liberty to make out of the abun-
dant timber gshelter for themss!ves, and
alec a fair allowance of food to en-
eble them to live in hemith, they will
ask nothing more until such time as
we will provide for them,

X smm with respect,
Your Obedient Servant,
W. T. Sgenuan, Msj. Gen.

The month of March, 1863, wit-
nessed the successiul culmination of
Sherman’s greatest militury achieve-
ment of the War, — the march of hia
army from Sevannah to Goldsboro:
and by contrast in the following month
he encountered the mest severe ordeal
of hin military career, — the Johnston
Truce imbroglio.

On tha 9th of April, Lee surrendered
to Grant at & ppomattor, and four days
iater General Johnston, seeing that the
end had come, and hard pushed by
Sherman’s armies, opened negotations
with him looking to & termination of
hostilities. As a result of this the two
gonorunls met on the eighteenth and
drew up an agreement for submission
to their respective principals, the con-
firmation of which both thought was
assured.

There iz no questionn that in some of
the termas granted in thiz agreement
Sherman exceeded hiv authority. But,
on the other hand, he believed he was
acting in acoordance with his under-

QladMagazinebrricies. ¢com




13

Sherman’s Career
standing of Lincoln's’views and inten-
tipns; and in any svent the agresment,
when disapproved, should never have
pamsed l:l-e md ufﬁem.l circles.

But Llneo!n had just been assagsin-
ated, and Secretary Stantom, losing his
head conapletely, gave out the texrms to
the press accompanied with reasons for
refusing confirmation thoreof, and ad-
verse comment conched in such lan-
guage as practically to stamp Sherman
as a traitor. Not content with this,
Stanton instruocted Grant immediately
to proceed to Sherman’s €rTs
and :hr&ct the npemtm.u sgamst John-
ston in pereon, while General Halleck
izssued orders direct to. Meade, Sheri-
dan, and Wright, Sherman’s generals,
to dlareg&rdtha truce and pay no atten-
tion to Sherman’s orders. The press
and public. already mnflamed by Lin-
ooln’s tlmth, seized oi: this as g vent for
their feelings, and Sherman was made
ths victimm of severs and undeserved
cnticasm that wounded him deeply.

Grant, however, carried ont Stan-
ton’s orders only to the extent of go-
mg to Sherman. permitting him to
continue in active command and to

in 8 second interview with
Johknston the final terma of surrender.

Bowman goes into this whole matter
in considerable detail, and only asks
for additional information on two
points as follows: —

‘Describe the house where this inter-
view was had and who were present,
or, if not immediately in your confer-
ence, with you:; also who were with
Johnston? — Bowuman.’

‘“The point fixed on was between
Durbham'’s Station and the Rebel cav-
alry picket toward Hillsboro. I went
up to Durham in o car and rode out on
the Hilisbore road with Kil 3
Barry, Audenried, Dayton, and others,
with & cavalry escort, and met John-
ston about five milea cut. Wade Hamp-
ton was with him. We met, shook
hands on horseback, and after some
commonplace remarks I looked around
to sce if thers weas any handy place for
us to be private. Johnston remarked
ha had pessed a short way back & nice
{arm and we rode back to it, heand X

riding side by side till we approached
QladMagazinelriicies. ¢com
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the farmhouse, which wag a neat frame

bunilding. We dismounted at the gatse,
walked into the yard, when an old man
and womeaen met us,.tmd I explained
what we wanted, viz: the use -crf the
house. They left it to us and went to s
smanll cut-hourse. Johnaton and T went
in; Wades Hampton, and two or three
Confedernts officers with him, with
Barry, Kilpatrick, ste., stayed ont in
the yard, grouped about an old ear-
penter's bench.

‘Our first Interview lasted a ecouple
of hours, It wes daring it Kk told John-
gton of Linceln’s assassination, of which
I had heard by telegraph just as I was
starting from Raleigh. In passing Lo-
gan’s eamp, 1 told him, — but no one
oelso till after my intexrview with Jobn-
gton. X was sure irom bhis manper and

that he and the Confederate
officars generally were as innocent of
Mr. Lincoin's assassination ag I was,
and therefore resolved to act as th
the event had not occurred; bestdes, I
had seen 80 many officers of rank kifled
that Mr. Lincoln’s assassination did
not paralyze my mind as it seems to
have done in Weahington.

‘dohneton did not ask that his men
should retain all thejr arms, bot I con-
coded them in & apirit of (it mey be
termed) “boasting or brag.” I eaid,
“Youmay have them all so far as I am
concerned.” And it was absurd to sup-
poee that, with our army intact and
thexrs dispers®d, we should ferr danger.
Tke confidence In our strenpth and
power did impress Johnston and the
whole Confederate army far mors than
the timid inferences of modern coun-
pellors. A whole yvear of boteh-work has
followed by Congress, and this day the
power of the United Statea is not re-

spected and feared as much as on that
day when I told Johunston to disperae
his armmes to their homes and ge: to
work, and that 1 did net fear to trust
them with the arms till they reached
their States.

‘T know well how to produce an ef-
fect onr the minds of men, and X believe
the affect was sslutary, in eddition to
being what I knew in ths end would
obtain.”

‘Describe this second meeting. [can

Qla&MagazZINCALLICILS. COM
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imagine Johnaton was sad and vou
were mad i — Bowaan.’

‘Genersl Johnston was very sad; ths
perspiration on bis face and his manner
evinced great concern. [ folt more con-

cerns for him than angry at the action
of the Government. I did not get mad

until afterwarde, wher I saw in the
newspapers the publicity and tone of
Stanton’s dispatches to General Dix,

"When I got back to Ueneral Grant
st Raleigh and handed hiun the paper
signwed by myu]fdem I asked
him balf jestingly to countersign it, o
share with me, if necessary, any further
disspproval of the War Department if
it should be mttempted.”

In the back of the book, Sherman
comments on the biography in genoral
ead the Johnatom incident in particular,
taking occamson also to outline his esti-
mation of his own fitness for high com-
mand,and giving some extremely frank
reasons for his preaferting & subordi-
nate position durmmg the opening of the
Wor., Asillustrating this latier point it
may be recalied that, in his femomra,
Sherman mentions an interviaw with
Lincoln m August, 1881, in which he
e N | mplainad to himx my extreme
deire to serve in a subordinate

capac-
iy, and in no svent to be left in yupe-
ror cosumand . The comments follow:

8v. 1loom, Mo., deril 86, 1989.

Having been invited by Col. S. M.
Bowman, one of the authors of the
book, to revise it and to mekeany sug-
gestions beanng on his mtention to &
republication, I have read over the
text and made merginal corrections
and notes bearing on special points, and
mwﬂlwmludnbjrtuchgmulidﬂa
asseem to be pertinent to the cocasion.

The volume is too heavy and largs;
if it cannot be condensed to one light
enough to be held in one hand, than
two amaill volumes scem indispansable.

The text should al! bs by one mmd
and one hand, in the nature of a2 simple
plsin narmative, careful as to dates and

facts, with only such orypnal matier
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interwoven as facilitates description.

Latters mnd papers meda by the
sibject of the biography to illustrate
b style and eral opunion might
vary properly E:m an appendix, in
amaller type, which the gmd reader
could refer to If inclined.

The bwgraphy should not attempt
to be a history of events except in such
parta as the subject controlled or
chiefly influenced events; as for exam-
ple, Bull Run might be ignored and
Shiloh barely touched on, giving more
attention to Vicksburg, Atlanta, and
the Gremt March.

The reader should be suppoeed pos-
scased of the genesrsl bistory of the
time, and the biographies ufather lead-
ing geaerals still hving meraly touched

upon, leaving their own frisnds to re-
cord their deeds und mernite. Therefore
the sketches of Thomas. Howard, Slo-
cum, and Logan might be lessened, and

thmdﬂcﬁem,m;ndm
BicCook enlarged.

The carlier life of the subject of the
biography should be unfolded and do-
veloped, showing the growth and form-
ation of ideas and chavacter. Thus I
would attach more value to the demon-
stration of the trmth that, Jong before
the Wear was foroed on us, [ had been
true and faithful to all trusts; that X

Lthe reepect and affection of
old West Point comrades anéd the old
officers of the army: that I had the un-
qualified respect of Gemerals Mason
and Persifer Smith with whom I served
in confidential capacity [as adjutant
general in California); that in the Vigi-
lance Committee times of San Fran-
cisco, in opposition to self-interest, I
took open and positive ground against
Mob Law and violence in favor of the
Law, however defective or badly ad-
ministered; and that in banking I made
the real and permanent interest of my
partners superior to my own; that I
insisted on their withdrawing from the
business of banking though it left me
without means or employment, and
forced me to seek a livelihood among
strangers; that I retained the confi-
dence of all my associates in all matters
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of business, especially of Mr. Lucas
and Maj. Turner, to whom I am most-
ly indebted for my present house,—al-
most the only substantial reward yet
received for the past.

In the earlier part of the War I pur-
posely kept myselfl in the background
for several reasons. Because I saw
the controlling powers underrated the
measure of hostlity, which I reasoned
would lead to the sacrifice of the first
leaders. Because I regarded the War
as a Revolution, a.nd rarely do the first

ers or leaders survive both
[““either’’ written first and crossed out]
in life or reputation. Washington is an
exception. Because 1 coolly reasoned
that others might conduct the experi-
ments that must precede the develop-
ment of the Real Game that was to de-
termine the issue. Because I did not
share the prejudices which for a time
had to obscure the real 1ssues. I knew
that the extreme men North and South
were equally blinded by the prejudices
of their sections. The Pro-Slavery men
of the South would have been Aboli-
tionisis North, and vice versa.

In the middle and latter part of this
volume the author has possession of so
much official matter that it resolves
itself into a simple question of selec-
tion. In this I only suggest a less close

copy of my official reports, but a use ¢f

new and oniginal language.
In treating of the Sherman apg
Johnston memorandum I am willing ¢,

rest with the assertion that it wa.
wholly my work, to which of cours
Johnston assented. That I believed |
contained what would ultimately rc.
sult if the people of the South accepied
and acted in prompt and willing ac.
quiescence; and that it would pmduce
instantaneously a condition of reason
and lawful fidelity consistent with the
Constitution of the United States and
Laws then in existence.

The amendment of the Constitu-
tion abolishing slavery was then a
fixed fact, and although a whole year
has since passed and more than 40
millions spent meintaining garrisons
in the South, it is unanimously admit-
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ted that no good result has been reach-
ed not then in actual form. The only
thing in April, 1865, left for us to
combat was prejudice and habits of
thought. This can never be controlled
by foree of arms, but must be left to
time’s influences. After a whole year
President Johnson has drifted to my
then conclusion, and Congress has done
nothing more than to enact declaratory
bills (The Civil Rights) which, to have
integrity, must be supported by Courls
of Law that in turn rest on juries full of
the very prejudices aimed to be over-
come.

Time and renewed industry, with
the apprehended danger of reviving a
dreaded War, will finally bring all parts
of the South into general harmony of
interest and consequent opinion with
the rest of the country. Every eflort
should be made to get the people of the
South once more to thinking of their
gelfish interests, — such as making
money, improving their land, and re-
building their towns and cities, — for
men of property do not like War and
only resort to it when they fee! certain
of suctoens, as they aurely did when the
kot War began. But they do not think
« now, nor will be Lkely to think =0
azain sfter the past experienco. and
whep the North section has 24 million
of people to their 8 or 10 million.

My opinion was, if tho terms with
johnstonn had been entertzined, and
appsoved entire or modilied. the Ro-
publican party would havs gotten a
brper proportion of theSouthern votes:
vhereas by keeping out the Southern
ropresentatives they make it sure when
thoy are admitted, as they surely will
Lie. all will vote ageingt the Republi-
€Ny,

My termas cally requirsd a
ranformity to all Laws of Congress,
among which waa the test oath. Again,
| had the right to infer that at any and
al) time2 the Lawe In existence were
mady for & condition of pence, the only
aimof the Wat itaslf. [ want no apolo-
gv for those terms, or any part thereof,
aad I wan clearly vight in not eaying
a word about slavery =5 it was disposed
of by all the msans that Courts recog-
nixc.

QladMagazinelrixcies. com



19
Sherman’s Career

One point is not clear enough. 1 took
strang excoption to Halleck's telegram
wherein he ondered may Juniors, —
Meade, Sheridan, and Wright — to
role 10 me and disregard my orders.
I said he, Hulleck, should have come
himsself, for he ranked me rnd hia com-
oz would have simplified the milltary
griestion invelved, although 1 did not,
then say, nor 4o I now say, that 1
wauld have pernnitted him to digres
gard my truce. Most aundoubtediy 1
would not hove allowed my Judiorsin
tank to digregard my orders or military
compaet.
Though of strong will and cpinion, I
I have always shown & most com-
micndable spirit of anhordination, be-
cause without it there cxn be no gov-
CERMene on ol
A= to how [ar I should have sub-
mitted to Stanton’s publizhed inwult, §
am willing to rest on the simpls truth,
I fulfilled the orders ©f the Fresident,
of whom: he was the official mouth-
piece, but no further, You will find a
parsilel in Kinglake ¢t when the Minis-
ter [wrote] to Lord Raginn. Ho ohiyed
the arders to proceed to the Crimea,
but resented the insule; Kingiake enun-
ciating as an old establali«<d maxim
of the English Army. that an officer
must defend his oawn honos,
and not leave that to his superiors or
hin Government.

E can now recall no other point that
I care about, But it dows weem thut thie
volume containz all and more than I
care aboul weaving intc my personal
history. But I am not the judge in this
and muat of nacessity leave it toothore,
cnly saying that X want nothing wril.
tan that opeas controversy, which i
hate worse than the devil ang all hix
machinations.

W. T. Saxsadaw, Maj. Gen.

This brief glimpse into thas military
and political controversies of the Six-
ties mny be aptly concluded with the
following suggestive quotations.

In the bock occurs this paragreph:—

‘After murching and fighting for
twelve months, without rest, he halted
his victortous xvmy at the capital af
North Caroling, in time to witness the
funem! coramonies of ths Confederucy

Qla&MagazZINCALLICILS. COM




2

Sherman’s Career

In 1852 Colonel Bowman, then a
lawyer in St. Louis, had crossed the
plains to San Francisco at the height of
the California gold excitement. Here
a year later came General Sherman, to
take charge of the branch banking-
house of Lucas, Turner and Company.
The two men had known each other in
St. Louis, and their acquajntance rip-
ened into a close personal and business
friendsnip, Bowman becoming counsel
for the banking firm,and the twe fami-
lies occupying adjoiring houses.

At the breaking out of the War,
Bowman became Major of the Fourth
Illinois Cavalry,and participated in the
military operations at Pittsburg Land-
ing, the siege of Corinth, and the bat-
tie of Shiloh, serving during a part of
the time under the direct command of
General Shermren. Afice the battle of
Shiloh, he resigned his commimion to
accept the colonelcy of the 84th Penn-
sylvania Volunteers, in the Army of
ths Potomac, and acoordingly was not
a participant in Sherman’s subeoquent
operations; but the two continued to
keep in touch, and in fect Sherman,
when prepering for his Atlznta cam-
paign in 1864, and having in mind the
organization of s cavalry corps. re-
quested Bowman’s promotion to brig-
adier general, intending to gave hun &
diwvision of cavalry.

As a resultof this intimacy, the notes
and commen?a are at tingos exceodingly
frank. A portion of them are bhere seot
forth in the order in which they ap-
pear in the book, with such brief ex-
planation as mz2y serve to scquaint
the reader with the particalar military

operations to which they refex.

In sending the book, Colonel Bow-
men wrote on one of the pagos: —

‘It is my purpose, for the second
edition, to insert a cavefully prepeared
introductory chapter entitled ‘“ North
and Soutb,*” giving & graphic view of
the political situation before the War
and acocounting for the War, and then
to introduce Genemal Sherman to the
reader as an actor in ocur part of it.
This will tend to give the book & gen-
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One point is not clear enough. 1 took
strang excoption to Halleck's telegram
wherein he ondered may Juniors, —
Meade, Sheridan, and Wright — to
role 10 me and disregard my orders.
I said he, Hulleck, should have come
himsself, for he ranked me rnd hia com-
oz would have simplified the milltary
griestion invelved, although 1 did not,
then say, nor 4o I now say, that 1
wauld have pernnitted him to digres
gard my truce. Most aundoubtediy 1
would not hove allowed my Judiorsin
tank to digregard my orders or military
compaet.
Though of strong will and cpinion, I
I have always shown & most com-
micndable spirit of anhordination, be-
cause without it there cxn be no gov-
CERMene on ol
A= to how [ar I should have sub-
mitted to Stanton’s publizhed inwult, §
am willing to rest on the simpls truth,
I fulfilled the orders ©f the Fresident,
of whom: he was the official mouth-
piece, but no further, You will find a
parsilel in Kinglake ¢t when the Minis-
ter [wrote] to Lord Raginn. Ho ohiyed
the arders to proceed to the Crimea,
but resented the insule; Kingiake enun-
ciating as an old establali«<d maxim
of the English Army. that an officer
must defend his oawn honos,
and not leave that to his superiors or
hin Government.

E can now recall no other point that
I care about, But it dows weem thut thie
volume containz all and more than I
care aboul weaving intc my personal
history. But I am not the judge in this
and muat of nacessity leave it toothore,
cnly saying that X want nothing wril.
tan that opeas controversy, which i
hate worse than the devil ang all hix
machinations.

W. T. Saxsadaw, Maj. Gen.

This brief glimpse into thas military
and political controversies of the Six-
ties mny be aptly concluded with the
following suggestive quotations.

In the bock occurs this paragreph:—

‘After murching and fighting for
twelve months, without rest, he halted
his victortous xvmy at the capital af
North Caroling, in time to witness the
funem! coramonies of ths Confederucy
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and the compiets triumph of our cauwee.
And for what? To be the subject of
such utterly unfounded suapicions. as
to be by some even surpected for-a
traitor! History fuynishes ne conmple
of such cruelingratitude and injustice.’

Opposite it Sherman penciled: —

‘ Histoty does furnksh examples. Col.
umbeus was one. Scott another. Col.
umbus was carried back a prisooer;
and Scott was subjected n Mﬂtm to
e trial by three officers junior to him,
and one of them a doctor, Surgeon-Gen.

Lawason.’

And below, under date of Apeil €8,
1874, Bowman wrote: —

‘But Sherman fared better than
Columbus or Bcott at last. He, in his
OWD sPpirit, worried ; but when his Coun-
try tried him before the Jury of the
Country, he was acoorded the highest
honoss.’

ATLANTIC

MONTHLY

Lt Thia ecfcrcnce iz apparently to the Rtter

froao the Dnke of Newanatle, Sccrctary of State
lor War. June £5, 313584, Lo Lord Baglan, Instruct-

ﬁnmheﬂegtﬂohmwi.nndm
[ﬁm. Shermao parphruses Kiwglake

freely, and e far{ bamu'ﬂﬁm
o e i s brepierar)

chpp. 33, Harper™ laurth aditioo, ==Twe Eoxrom.
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eral interest, and will be roore in har-
raony with what 1 underatand to be
Goneral Shermaan’s wishes.’

To which General Sherman repliod
in part in the following letter accom-
panying the return of the book: —

Qy. Loms, Mo, Aprd €7, 1588,

Dxan Bowxan, — I expect 10 start
next Tuesdey on an extensive tour, to
be abeent some 8ix weelks, and for this
reason 1 have concluded to return to
you the printed volume wrth my cor-
yoctionu and suggestions. These vou
will 6nd arc pretty full, and will give
you at least 1the key to my opwnions on
most if not on all the points inquired
adbout. Soms arc.madc in pencil, byr
plain snough for you to make cat. Gp.
posite page 488 I have summad up my
goneral ideas of Biography, although
being tho subject of it am not the hex
judge of what the public most desires
> know.

1 advise chiefly that you enlarge o
httle mosre on the part antecedent 1
the War, to shaw that my opinions
were pretty well matured on the chif
qQuestions before a blow was atruck. §
would pess over pretty mpidly ihe
ovents of the Wer until you reach the
period when I began to act a8 an inde-
pendent commander or 0 influonce
those who did command; thenoe s the
end and sssignoment to the present
command, pretty free details. I would
oot use »0 much of my onginal mattes
till the close, in the shape of appendix.
when you might arrange in the ordcer
of dates such of my letiters or exiczciy
as exhibit my opinions or atyle.

I do not wish to bo painted as the
apologiat for the South, or for leniency
of punishment, but that this being a
Government of Constitution and Law,
I presumed that both were adapted at
any roment (or the condition of peacc.
If Congress had failed to prepare for
the end 1t was their Iachos, not mine.

I think the historical picture woukl
have appeared better in the future basl
peace followsd instanter on the cloac
of hoastilities, and the civil laws been
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aliowed at oncs to take tho piace of the
military, I do think then the Republi-
can War party would have received o
fair share of Southern votes, whereas.
by the annecezsary agitation since the
actual close of hostility, all at the
South, Unica as well as Secesh, arc
thrown into the scale of tha oppasition.

Even such men as Rousseau, Cooper.

aand othere who fought with us, as alse
—, Hunt, and many others who can
iake Lhe prerequisite oath, and wete as
much enemies 10 skcessicnists and dis-

arganists a8 Sumner and Stevens preo-
rend to be. But I have written

The book will come to your addroms
by Adams & Co.’s Express.
All about as usual here.
Yours truly,
W. T. Semnasan.

And farther, opposite Colonel Bow-
man’s memo, he wrote: —

Sr. Loom, Apafl B, '08.
[ do not think 1t wali be well to
dwell long on the causes of the War in
s mere Biography, but as my opinion
may be desired in this connection, I will
take advantage of the blank leaves at
the vesy beginning of the book a0 as o

lave those near its beginning to elnbo-
rate some events that in the original

text have been passod over, it may be
wmith commendable brevity.

W. T. 8., Maj. Gen.

The ‘eventzs’ thus chammcterized —
written, as the general indicates, on
the ly-leavex of the volume—covered
Sherman’s life subsequent to his retarn
from California, including his appoint-
ment as Comamandant of the Louisiana
Military Academy, his resignation oc-
casioned by his foremight of the gath-
ering war clouds, and his interview
with Lincoln on his return from the

South in March, 1861, when, in anawer
to the President’s quutum as to how

"That thay weore getting ready for
War; that he knew Bragg and Beaure-

gard were enlisting men ; that Governor
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Mmmhndmtthemtonlimlgemul-
kets to safe pointa; and that cverything
that he saw, betokeaed War.’

To which Lincoln replied, ‘Oh, I
guess we will manage to keep house.”

His actions and statements duning
this period illustrate the almoat pro-
phetic inmght which he alone of the
men of the North seeins to have had an
to the oertamty and length of cthe im-

Iu-n.ﬁl;. But as they are
elaborated own Memoirs they
mway be passed over here.

The sutnmary on ‘The Caunss of the
¥War,” is written in ink, with a formal
title, and with more evident care and
proparation than most of the other
matter, and was evidently intended

for insertion in the revised volume as
written; it runs as follows: —

THEID CAUBE OF THE WAR

There bave besa diverse interests
agitating pecple since the world began,
and so it was with our early Colonists
and States. Common danger, Hist
from the Indians and sfterwards the
British, waa the first bood of union,
and thoee who first devised the Arti-
cles of Contederation supposed mutual
interestas would make us a common
peopls, but it only took =ix or eight
years to demonstrate its fallacy.

Thea wasa formed the preseat Con-
stitntion, doubtless the very strongeat
bond that could then have been at-
tempted, or if fairly administered could
now be asked for. Still there is no
doubt that the powers of the Stateaand
of the General Government were not
:ﬂ’la;:ly encugh defined to prevent mis-

|

The States were left with all the
power 1o control and manage the spe-
cial interests of their people, and only
enough power given to the General
Government to carry on foreign mter-
course, war, and general matters, and
hardly enough to enable the Generul
Government to exercise and fulfil! the
most important function of Umpire in
case of differences soon toarise between
States, and also within the limits of
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any State. This was the moet difficult
and delicate task confided 2o those who
formed the Constitution, and no one
thould dispute the wisdom of those
men, who had of course to make mu-
tusl concessions of opinion. But there
i3 no doubt that in the Constitution
itself exist radical causes for the War.
It is in the memory of all that the
weight of opinion in our country was
that in all doubtful cases of & conflict of
interest betweoen the National Govern-
ment and tho Poople of & State, or even
of a locality, the Government always
yielded.

General Washington in his first ad-
ministration felt the difficulty, but
acted on the doctnine that the National
Government should use force promptly
and put down any opposition offered
to tho natronal authority. His motives
were always 20 high, and he was backed
by s0 great 2 majority, that he could
act with more confidence than aflor-
wards existed when presidents had
strong and powerful opposition parties.

General Washington's proclamations
made Sept. 15, 1792, Aug. 7. 1794,
and Sept. 25, 1794, are the best doo-
{rines I know, and should have been
followed in all subscqueat occasions;
but he better expresses the same ideas
in his letters (private) (o Chas. M
Thurston, from Philadelphia, Aug. 10,
1794; to Burgez Ball, Sept. 25, 1784.
And to Major-Goneral Daniel Morgar
from Carlisle, Oct. 8, 1794 [he writes): —

"I am in perfect sentiment with
you, that the business we are drawn
out upon should be eflectually exe-
cuted, angd that the danng and factious
spirit which has arisen to overtumn the
laws and subvert the Constitution
ought to be subdued. If thisisnot done
there 1s an end of, and we may bid
adisu to, all government in this coun-
try except mob and club government,
from which nothing but anarchy and
confusion can ensue. If the minonty,
and s small ones 100, i1z sufferod to dic-
tate to the majority after measurcs
ave undergons the moet solemn dis.
;ussions by the represcntatives of the
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poople, and their will through this
medium is enacted into = Law, there
can be no sccurity for Life, Liberiy
and Property; nor, if the Laws are not
to govern, can any man know how ta
conduct himsslf with safety. Theze
never was & law yst made, I conceive,
that hit the taste cxacty of every man,
or of every part of the community; of
course if thix 13 a resazon for opposition
no law can bec exocuted at all without
force, and every man or g6t of men will

in that case cut and carve for them-
selves.’

Washington was thercfore clearly
for coercion. Yet graduzlly the prac-
tice of the Government, dependent on
votes, became less and less disposed to
cross the feelings and opinjons of the
people, until at last the Democratic
party was reduced to the reductio ad
agbsurdum of the mathematician, that
our Government ¢cculd ot coerce a
State; or, inother words, that it was no
Government st all. In tho general
habdit of our people of sctting up thedr
local opinion as superior to the Law of
Congress, at Boaton, at San Francisco,
in New Orleans, — everywhere — and
the settled habit of cur Generzl Gov-
emment standing beck without man-
ifesting its power, and finally in one
president’s admitting that bhe had no
power to coerce a State, we made Rev-
olution necsssary.

The General Government iz of no
use at all unless it can and does coerce s
State to keep within its limits, and the
very moment the General Govern-
ment does not restrain s State, or the

of a Stats, when acting in open
violation of the National Law, it fails
in its functions so far that the poople
aro almost justified in
forms and new means of self- protouhon
of their lives, liberty, and propexty.

I do not belicve that slavery was
the chief or only cause of our late re-
bellion. It was a disturbing element,
assumed by one political faction as a
means of pravocation, and by ths other
a5 & means to unite their people, as a
means of defense and justifiable cause
for a new government, which they
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could use for yearm for their political
advantage. And in proof of this I al-
lege that Mr. Lincoln, after election and
ingtaliation, msserted repeatedly that
slavery was safe in his hands, that he
was gworn to enforce even the Fugitive
Slave Law, and soon Congress declared
it had no intention to interfere with
slavery in the States. The people in
the South had always soen the Nation-
al Government yield to, and compro-
minse with, local grievances; and the
South did not believe that the Presi-
dent and Congresa would eanforce the
Constitution and lawn by the army and
by physical force. Had the successive
presidents from Washington down to
Buchanan done as Washington did,
promptly use [orce to maintain the
Laws, the South would never bhave
thought of mecessxion and open resist-
ance.

My opinion was and i= that this
habit of yielding to popular and local
puzzion and resistance was the real
cause and reason of the late War, and
our California sample of the Vigilance
Commtmmugoodaunaulm
offer. Slavery is now extinct, but the
cause remains, and we may learn yet
Lhat other pretexts may reproduce the

game results,

Opposite the chaptmmwrdmg the
Bull Run disaster, Bowman queries: —

‘X desire mhavathnchaptﬁrmr-
rected as to facts., It most be short-
madnho,hmnnymmmhngm
a subordinate position and too much
prominence is given to Bull Run. What
do you think?”’

To which Sherman aptly rephes: —

‘The less said about Bull Run the
better. The plans were good and the
numbers sufficient, but the men wexrs
uatterly ignomnt of War or danger. It
was not the officers who loet Bull Run,
but the men, They simply had no
ccherence; no disci lum. Each man
acted for hinme!f, md when they found
bullets they concluded to quit; which
they did in their own way (and it may
be wisely), to begin to study in the
dearest school of life— *"Experience,”™’
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For a title for the next chapter, de-
voted to the struggle In Kentucky in
the autumn of 18681, Bowman chowme
‘The Secession Juggle in Kentucky.”

To this Sherman added a brief note:

‘A wrong title. I do not wish in con-~
nection with my name any reflection
should be made on the true men of
Kentucky, some an true and enthusias-
tic as we could ask for. General Jack-
son kalled at was an example.
Kentucky as a State declaning for the
Union, asshe did at e critical time, was
of vast use to us. That confusion shonld
exint at the outset, and that conflict of
opinion should exist at the emd, were
natural resulta and to be expected, but
Kentucky is & most valuable integral
part of our Country.’

In describing ‘ Tha Siege and Fall of
Vicksburg,’ Bowman says: —

‘I hope to get in this chaptar valn-
able military suggestions. This was
the stronghold of the confoderacy. It
yieldod to the advance wave, that
swept down the Father of Waters —a
wave that swept over the South at Iast
and destroyed the rebellion. Vicksburg
therefore is very suggestive. Beauro-
gard t.huught to lose Corinth was to

the rebel cavsse—but Vicks.
burg was the key point. What say
you?’

Sherman repliea: —

‘The valley of the Missmssippi con-
taian by all odds the largest smount of
fertile land of any river on the whole
globe. Its importance cannot be over-
stated. It tr Amorica. Whatever power
holds IR can diciates o the continent.
Though railroeds and srtificial chan-
nels of commerce have changed some-
what naturgl lawa, yet the lowar Mis-
sisnppi froma Cairo 10 the gulf s the
best channet | I:mwnfforthe uses of
man. If the Rebels could have bold it
from Columbus down, we could not
have subdued them. The loas of New
Ortleans and Columbus and Memphis
diminished its value to the Rebels, but
20 long as we could not use it in its
whole length we could not claim it

‘Inamouch as Vicksburg was held
with such tonacity and was 30 vital to
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