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LYNCH-LAW IN OHIO—-AND ELSEWHERE.,

MPASSIONED citizens of Urbana, Ohio, 4 city with a popu-
lation ot about g,0ov, near the capital of the State, Iynched a
egro two weeks ago under circumntances that have called forth
unsparing condemnation from the press of the country. A negro
ravisher of a widowed woman had been brought to trial without
delay and sentenced, on his plea of guilty, to imprisonment for
twenty years—the extreme penally fixed by the law. Removal
of the prisoner to the penitentiary being delayed over night, local
militiamen were added (o the sheriff's posse on guard at the
county jail. ‘The militia fired upon a mob which attacked the
jail, and killed and wounded several members of the mob, Ap-
peal was made to the governor for more troops to preserve order.
Governor Bushnell states that the captain of the militia, instead
of the sheriff, the proper authurity, made this first appeal, hence
misunderstanding of the situation and delay resuited. One com-
pany. however, was ordered out, in response to a second appeal
from the sheriff, and appeared on the scene early the following
morning, only to leave it on representations (whether made by
the mayor or the sheriff, or buth, is a disputed point) that their
presence was not needed. Then the mob broke into the jail and
execnted vengeance in short order. The feeling engendered by
the resistance first made by the local militia ran so high that
the sheriff, the captain, and othor members of the local militia
which fired on the mob, ficd from the town. Later on a women's
mass-meeting was held which demanded a change of law impo-
zing capital punishment instead of imprisonment for the vrimeé of
rape. )

Newspaper comment on this occurrence is intensified further
by the fact that a mob of citizens of Princesa Anne county, Md.,
a few days Luer, took trom the court-honse a negro ravishe:
who had Leen sentenced to death, and steang him up. A num
ber of other cases of lynching have been reported since the case
in Urhana.

Distrust of Courts and Laws.—"The people of Ohin have
~seen murderers tried and convicted of murder in the first deyre
two or three times over und fingtlly set free. They have knowr
many desperate and dangerous criminals to be xent to the pen:.
tentiary for long terms and released soon enongh to make the
whole costly process of the courts scem little better than a faree,
It ix notorioux that the machinery provided for the punishnient
and, therefore, the prevention of crime ig slow, cumbersome,
vostly, and, in the end, very nncertain.

“‘I'hat is the real reason why. once in a while, the passion and
indignation of the massex break through sll restraints and some
particularly wicked crime is avenged. roughly, brutally, and
without regard to legal formx, by a frenzied mob, itself criminal
and meore dangerous than its victim. It is the bursting forth of
i tire of impatient sense of wrong which is always smoldering.

*The manifestations of this discontent with the operation of the
courts and the laws are very ternblo when they tuke the form of
such tragedies as that which has just been witnessed at Urbana .
so frightful and so perilous thut they must be made impossible, if
punishment can accomplish that result.  Bul the reform should
not stop there. I ought to be made wide and deep, and the
provedure of the courts of this State should be wo changed, if it
livs in human ingenuity to accomplish the result, that justice
would be swifter, surer, and less expensive.  Let that be done,
and we shall see no more of lynch law and the awful tragedies to
which it lewds. " — 7 ke Leader, Cleieland, Oho.

A Martyr to Law and Order Needed.— " The one glimnier-
ing epinade which challenyges adnuration was the firing of the
lucal militiss on the mob. The fatal mistake was made in nm
holding the soldiery to the grim, but wholesome work, ‘The
mayor of the city, who ordored the second company away, was 4
traitor to his trust, or punderer to the mob, and he must be held
directly responsible for the' subsequent events. It is time that
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somelxiy 1n anthorily lought one o) (hese mobs to the death.
cvither of himself or the mob.  Give us a martyr, f need be. to
law and order, and build hix monument high., This affair is true
anarchy—the mob spirit. Al it is growing more unrestrained,
There have been other lynchings in Ohio within recent vears,
amd what happens in Ohio may easily happen in New England.
Respect the law, or we shall need a Bonaparte to teach s to
vwhey. "— Phe Repwdlican. Sprinyfeld, Mass.

‘“A Praiseworthy Lynching.''—"The negro was killed irreg-
ularly, but justitiably.  He committed an offense tar more hein-
ous than simple murder, . . . The community at Urbana would
he lexs that human, indeed it woukl be lily-livered and lacking
i gall, were it to allow this ravisher to live. . . |

“The State can do nothing to those prrsons whoe informally
executed the negro at Urbana. It has not the power. it derives
such power as it has from the people, aml the people determined
in other tribunal than that which the law creates that for his hein-
vus offense the negro shoulil suffer. Symputhy with the negro,
condemnation of what may be called i mob will be lost. There
can be no punishment of those people.  The thing ix impuossible.
Their sole offense consists in having done the right thing in the
wrong way. Any brute, negro or other. who violates a woman
ought to be <hot down or hanged up. as may be most convenient.
Wheu there was like occurrence in [lhinois the state authoritiex
were powerless to bring a whole community to punishment,
There will be like failure in Ohic; tlere ought to be like failure
anywhere, The man who would be guilty of such an offense ix
not fit o live."— 7he Chromicle, Uhtcago.

No Arrests and No Trial.—The vase with which they [the
state troops] allowed themselves to be persuaded 10 retire from
the vicinity of the jail ufter they had arrived there and taken in
the situation was superb.  ‘I'bey had no thought to go shooting
down their fellow citizens to protect a biack brate like that. . . .
There will be no arrests and no trigl. Human nalure is pretty
much alike both in North and South, when crimes like the one of
which “Click” Mitchell was guilty are in question; and it is ques.
tionable whether the very stnictest administration of justice will
vver be uble to dispense with the rough-and-reioly servives of
Justice Lynch in cases in which Cancasian women are assaulted
by rufian Sencgambians,  The Ohioans of Urbana are not law-
ubiding enough to allow a brate like "Click” Mitchell to escapx
the nouvse, court or na court.” — Phe Tomcs-Demevrat, New
Orleans,

A Discouraging Sequel.—"\Whut hus tullowed is even worse,
because it s more dehiberate, The commander of the milita,
who had done merely his duty in protecting the prisoner and in
hiring upon the mob, was compelled to leave the place by threats
of vivleuce, and 1t s said that it will be impossible for him to get
his living in Urbana hereafter, so much “pablic opiion’ resenis
his discharge of bhis duty. ‘I'he women of Urbana have held a
mecting, not o condemn or deplore the murder committed by a
moby, but o demand that the penalty of death shall be aflixed by
law to the offense for which the extreme penalty of the law had
already been awarded,  The whole story wonlil be disgraceful if
it wete tokd of amining-camp.  But it is told of an old and scttled
town, fully equipped with schools and churches, which fairly
represents the civilization of the Middle West of the United
States.  In that point of view it is extremely discouraging. ™ —
The Vimes, New Yeork.

The Governor's Present Duty.—“If Governor Bushnell has
really any desire to take exemplary action in this emergency,
there is no obstacle in his path. et lam send for the fugitive
sheriff and militia officers.  From them he can learn who were
the ringleaders in the riot and whose threats led them to run, like
whipped curs, to a place of concealment.  Then, under directions
from the chief executive, the law can readily take its course, and

in the face of the lesson so administered it is by no means likely
that Champaign conmty would again be troubled with lynch law

and the terrorization of the guardians of the public prace. It is
not because of a shortage of means of onforcing the law that
Urbana has been made a headquarters of anarchy, but becanse
the lawless olement in the town Delieves that it has the secret
sympathy of the local and state officials, who will, therefore,
wink at lawlessness and dodgo the necessity of punishing it.~—
The Leader, I'ittsbury
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Charity for Human Nature.—"The disgrace of the outbrenk
in & moasure i3 shared by the whole country bocause it represciita
so complete a breakdown of civilization, but it s better that it
should have happened at Urbuna than in xome community where
past slavery would have given a color of truth to the charge that
a nogro ¢an not get justice. [t is well that it should have hap-
pened within the zone of the influence of New England.,  1f no
other lesson can be extracted from the Urbana disgrace, there is
at least the lesson of charity. It teaches that buman nature is
the same all over the country, awlthat one community is no more
wecure than another from the temptation of the gust of passion
aroused by brutal crimes "— Fhe Republiee, St. Louis.

Self-Control and Respect for Law.—"What is of impor.
tance, and of tremendons importance, is whether in a long.settled
and presumably civilized community there dwell that seli-control
and respect for Jaw without which a republic can not endure.
T'his 18 not fine-spun theorizing, but simple fact. An alarming
krowth of the lawless apirit is to be observed among people whe
commonly puss for good citizens,  The poison is working at the
vitals of the American state.  If we are going to make liquor
luws and then abuse our officials for enforcing them: if we are
going te preseribe penalties for crime and then in outhursts of
fury to attack our own jails and behave like Zulu warriors; if we
are going to weep over the corruption of politics and refuse as
jurors to punish bribery at elections, we shall fast pave the way
for the Man on Horseback who will make orderly existence pos.
sibie, or relapse into the barbarism of personal vengeance and
family feud. Some lessons in obedience are imperatively needed
i this country, and Captain Leonard’s bullets were arguments
in the right direction.  “T'he only ity is that he did not use more
of them. . . . Blank cartridges for such untamed rebels? Are
vur governors and mayors to apologiw for the laws they are set
to enforce, and play with the disvrder they are sworn to suppress?
Hetter cut down with grape and canister a whole city than en-
throme the wmob ta govern the wepublic.™ ~ 74c vibun., New
Vord.

Strength of Race Prejudice.—"'"I'here is a fecling in the white
man’s mind that whoever of the race not his own who attempts
to defly this race instinet, and violently upset the physical law
which nature has establiaied, does by that act take his life in his
hunl, Death must be lus portion, whether legully or illegally
matters not . and from that decree there is noappeal.  Laws may
e passed, ofticers muy be sworn to executo the same, and such
officers may attempt to do thaw duty, but the instances are rare
imdved where the condemned hins on this account escaped his fate.
So strong is the feeling that the sense of civie obligation falls
before it. Men who proclaim their thorough fidelity to their
conotry aud its luws, und who know that the safety of the body
politic depends upon the observance of law, draw the line at this
point, and while they will appland a public officer who does his
whole duty in upholding the law in any other emergency, they
condemn i unsparingly if the object of hig services is the man
who has overstepped the ructal bound, more especially if, in de-
fense of his prisoner, the lives of men of their own ruce are sacri-
ticed. " Fhe Regester, Motele, /a.

Protests Insufficient. —" Mustapha Bey, the Turkish Minister
at Washington, will have another chunce to score off Amcrican
symputhizers with the victima of the Sultan.  He referred the
other day to the Urbana lynching., when asked about Turkish
putriges, and now an even more brutal and shocking affair occurs
in Maryland, A negro actaally under gentence of death is torn
from the officers of the law and kicked and strangled to death in
broad daylight by an infuristed mob, net one man of whom even
teigned to disguise himself. The judge who had just sentenced
the criminal to death rushes out to implore the mob to let the law
take its course, but he is Jucky to get off himself without lynch-
ing. Things are getting worse in the North than in the Soath
in Virginin they at least let convicted negroes be hanged by due
process of law ; in Maryland the raging mob must slake its thirst
for blood without a moment’s delay.  “These occurrences certainly
give & queer look to eur horror at Armeman massacres.  If we
content ourselves with protesting against our own lynchings and

disowning them, we are no better than the Sultan: he always
wrotests against s own murderous exploits.  If some of that
’rincess Anne mob can not be bronght to justice, why should any
sentenve of any court, or any law on the statute-book, be ary

fonger resprected or heeded in Maryland ?*— 74e Eoening Dost,
New Vord.
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