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WHERE IS
PRINCE GEORGE
OF SERBIA?

ON the outskirts of the Serbian
provincial town of Kragujevac,
pronounced Kragouyevats, in Jugo-
slavia, 15 2 small and remote villa sur-
rounded by a garden and a strong
fence. The villa, half-hidden behind
shrubbery and trees, resembles, the
peaceful retreat of “a retired Secrbian
pig merchant.

You will notice nothing out of the
ordinary unless you try to get a closer
view. Then a gendarme or a detective
will suddenly appear arid tell you to
move along on the other side of the
road. That's as close as they’ll let vou
comte to the grounds. And if you bap-
pen to show any -undue¢ interest or
attempt to use your camera, the
chances are that, like some who were
curious, you will land in jail.

Still, from the wrong side of the
road you may catch a quick glimpse
of gendarmes and defectives, but no
signs of life within the two-storied
house itself.

Returning to Kragujevac you may
ask about this mysterious villa which,
apparently uninhabited, is. guarded by
a swarm of armed men. Most people
will tell you nothing, Others, more
mclined to falk. will gulp down a tum-
bler of shlivovitsa, take a bite of goat’s
cheese and onions, and whisper con-
ndentially: .

“Prince George is locked up in that
house!”

“How come?” you ask in surprise.

“Well,” your injormer tells you
after looking carefully over the café,
“they say he is crazy. His own
brother, the late King Alexander who
stole the throné away fiom him, put
him there some tern years ago. But
some of us believe he is not crazy.at
all. His brother was afraid of him,
that’s why he is there. . . .”
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Color by Arme

The rightful heir, when pictfures

of him were allowed

Prince George is never mentioned
in public or in the Juroslav press:
But most of the pcople. have a vague
idea where he is kept. Outside of
Jugoslavia few people know thai 2
Prince George exists .at ali.

Was. it Alexander’s intention to
banish his brother into oblivion? King
Alexander was fully capable of such
a deed, Since 1629 when he installed
a third-rate dic:atorship in Jugosla-
via until his .assassination at Mar-
seilles in 1934, he had attempted. to
do away In the same manner with
thousands -of people. He established
many con¢entration camps long be-
fore Hiticr made them famous. Into
these camps he crowded all who had:
opposed his dictatorial ambitions,
especially the Croats. These camps
ate still in exi«tenc but are now
filled with “communists.” Why
shouldn’t hé have had the same. ruth-
less intention to obliterate his own
brother, who more than anyone stood
in the way of his ambitions?

There was no iove lost between the
two brothers since their teens. George
is now 31, Alexander was only a year
younger. When their father. Peter I
came {0 the throne in 1903 aftsr his
predecessor, Xing Alexander Obreno-
vich, and his wife Draga were mur-
dered in the royal palace at Belgrade,
George became the rightful heir to
the -Serbian throne. At the time he
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was 16.

Alexander was inferior to George
1a many ways. e felt this inferiority
and therefore hated his older brother.
George ‘'was a- reckless youth with a
keen mind. ¥e. was sincere and out-
spoken. He had ail the better charac-
teristics of his-ancestor Kara-George,
the Biack George, who early in the
1Gth century led insurrections against
the Turks and established the present
‘dynasty. George was an excellent
horseback rider and marksman. His
sportiny achicvements made himn fa-
mous. He was loved by his rugged
people who always admired a fearless
and red-blocded he-man. He was on
the. way fo becoming a much-wor-
shiped king.

Alexander watched his brother’s
popularity with envy. He was inber
ently weak, untrustworthy, a schemer,
His life’s ambition was to be adored
in place of George.

George’s reckless nature occasion-
aliv led him {o actions which.in spite
of his good qualities. marked him lo
outsiders as eccentric. One winter day,
while the Sava River at Belgrade was
full of ice floes, he ordered-a detach-
wient of cavalry men to swim across
with horses and war equipment. He
never cxpected anyvhody to do what
he could not do himself. He plunged
into the icy water first. Many of his
mea drowned or died of exposure a5
the result of this mad prank. It was
a scandal which was. officially hushed
up, but Alexander -saw to it that it
became known.

This was only one episode. As a
good marksman George often in-
dulged in the innocent William Tell
game of shooting cigarettes out of his
soidiers’ mouths. Once, usfortunate-
Iy, he missed the cigarette and the
news. of the killing leaked cut, thanks
to Alexander. In spite or rather he
cause of his exploits the Serbian peo-
ple adored George morz and more
Others called him mad.

George's pranks played. into Alex-
ander’s hands. Alexander, all the time
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intriguing agdinst his brother, found
some ready listeners whom he con-
vinced that George was really crazy
and not fit to be the Crown Prince.
He even won his father, King DPeter,
to- his side. Soon every move of
George’s was being shadowed by de-
tectives and his mail was being
opened. George felt that he was
watched, but he could not prove it.
He accused cverybody of spying
against him. He flew into rages and
threw the royal crockery about. These
palace scenes did not help him-any.

The final blow came in 1909
George suspected one of his personal
scrvants of going through his desk
and reading his private papers. In or
der to prove his suspicions George
intended Lhis time to catch the man
red-handed and therefore he did not
say anything about it. Instead, one
morning he announced that he was
going out for a prolonged walk. How:
ever, heé did not leave the palace but
stealthily returned to his study after
a while. Andl there he caught his serv-
ant leisurely going through the papers:
in his desk. Zinraged, George fell upon
the man, trounced him soundiy, then
grabhed him by the collar. of his coat
and threw him through the dcor and
down the stairs, The fall on the mar-
ble stairs caused the servant’s death.

George was accused of willfully
killing. the man in a fit of his usual
rage. George repeatedly asseried that
he had no intentions of killing his
servant. He was justifiably enraged.
he said; as anyone else would be if he:

found out that his own trusted scrv-
ant was a spy. He only wanted to

punish: the man. The death was pure-
ly accidental.

As the result of thig incident
Gearge was torced to renounce the
{hrone; stating that he did so “indig-
nant at the unjustified and unjustifi-
able insinuations to which an unfortu-
naie accwdent has given rise in certair
circles of public apinion.™ These “cir-
cles of public opinion” were centersd
sroumd Alexander, whose ambition
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was now partly fulfilied: be became
the Crown Prince of Serbia. Five
years later, just before the outbreak
of the World War,  Alexander. be-
cause of his father’s illness, became
the Prince Regent of Serbia.

Dhuring the Balkan Wars angd the
World War George excelled in brav-
ery, although, it must be admitied;
Alexander himself was ne coward.
George led his cavalry inte the fiere-
est charges and was wounded twice,
His men adored him and werg ready
to die for him. This, of course, again
was a thorn in his brother’s side.
Hence, soon after the War Alexander
made his brother’s life unbearable at
home, He would not let him live in
the royal palace nor did he give him
any quarters suttahie to his roval ste-
tion. Disgusted, George left his coun--
try, which had become the Kingdom
of the Serbs, Crozts and Slovenes.

Al this chicanery made the impul-
sive George still motre irntable and
unpredxctah}e Be spent most of his
time in Paris, His unsettied state was
best demonstrated by his manner of
dining; Be ‘would go to-a restaurant
and arder a meal. After the soup he
would become impatient waiting: for:
the next course. He woukd pay his bill
and go {0 snother place to continue
his meal He would do this from soup
io nuis, so thai he often ate one mezl
in severa: restaurants,

His erratic pature was more clearly
shown in letters which he wrote from
Paris to his friends in Jugesiavia.
(Letters sent hy him or addressed to
him were censored in Belgrade and
therefore: these letters were never ad-
dressed to the person intended.) Tn his
Ielters the handwriting was uneven:
Often it looked hike a child's scrawl
ks sentences were abrupt end dis-

jointed, The language was a mixture
of Serbian and bad French. The let-
ters did not show any evidence of in-
sanity, although they did present a
highly ‘irritable nature, especially when
George wrote about his brother,
whom he never forgave the steahng
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of the throne.

In a letter to a friend, dated August
17, 1621, he plainly wrote what he
thought of his brothey:

“Drago —

I recerved your letier, which
was very readable and clearly
written, and I was able to read it
well and understand it It is
handy to wrile on large sheets of

paper,- More can be written and
bigger:

What he once in a while says
and promises to do this or that—
don't take it to be a finished mat-
ter, because he c_hajngas and is un+

stabfe, 2s he had told you that
he wall buy some horses in Lon-
don in September, that’s all un-
true and unreliable, just cock-
eyed busipess, There is. no-man
who keeps his word less or
changes s mind more than he.
He is shek, but not smart.

in regaxd to what he says that
‘savage’ is not dunydum, this too
s 2 lack of vnderstanding. ngz_-
can he assert such a thing, when
he had never iried it on wild
game! Only there could jts action
be tested. But be has right. to
speak neither of horses nor about
any other sport, for he is neither
made for it, ergo he can’t, nor
has he the right to give a compe-
tent opinion.”

Such uncomiplimentary evaluation
of his brother was not only the result
of George’s grodge; it was reslly &
frank description of ‘Alexander’s char-
acter by 2 man who knew him more
intimately than anyene else. Alex-
ander’s unreliability was proven many
times later, especially after his at-
tempt te play dictator of Jugoslavia.

When old King Peter died in- 1921,
Alexander became king, George was
permitied to come to the funeral, but
kad to foilow the hearse far hehind
the royel familv, And during his visit
in Belgrade no decent accommoda-
tions were provided for him. He had
to stay with friends.
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What finally caused George to lose
kis freedom in the bargain was Alex-
ander’s marriage to the Rumanian
Princess Marie. George. did not. think
much of this match and was not re-
Iuctant to say s

On January 18, 1922, he wrote this
lefter to another friend of hisn South
Serbia—ihe #talics are his:

“Porsongl and confidential,

1 have nothing special to tell vou,
except concermipg Shandor's mar-
viage which does not enthuse me

a bit because of the following
reasons

1. Political:—-it i3 no marriage,
for the Vlachs (Serbs) are like
walnuts

walntils iike
hazelnuis, and hazelnuts
ike sheepn droppings., and
sheep droppings like
all other dung.
in short, ce w'est rien as a polil-
ical conmection,
1. Pamilior:--the whole world
kaows that her mother is a. 2p-
torious woman! ¢'est suffisant!
He wounld have done much bet-
ter had he taken an Englishivome
an from some virtuous home, if
nothing else at feast we would get
the sympathy of a whole great
nation, and secondly—wve would
not have that degraded family
ancestiry which in this case is ob-
vious! {1 sera pius tard: le cocn
magnifiguef
But there is also something
else, and that is: I shall not go to
the wedding if na proper lodgings
are offered to me as well as all
that belongs to my station i life;

and I have already informed the
proper person, that I will pot

take any respouasibilify for this
enermous scandal, and I shall an-
nounce it publicly why I was ot
at the wedding. Tl drop a public
letter which will explode and
throw = stisk up to the moon for
shame and disgrace, in which I
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will tell, that for me, his brother,
no home was found gince Novem-
ber, 10181 1 { g st pour cutie
raisON. que. je ne suis pas veny to
the wedding! and evervone will
approve of my action,

On the ¢ther hand, if he finds
decent lodgings for me, I shall
attend the wed{img

Voici smes-derniers inteniions.

Whats new otherwise?  With
regards,

George.”™

The jingle about -sheep droppinis

is & Sevbian folk saving apiving seii-
ridicule. George put it i his letter
for no particular reasom except W
say that Alexander was as good as
dung, or; o put Inte American ver-
nacular, full of . He always cailed
him Shandor; which is a Hngarian
net name for Alexander, but 1@ has
3 bit of a derisive meaning when used
by Tupeslavs. The whole letfer was
apparenfly written in haste and with-<
out much consistency. Af the end of
it George regrets his threat not to
gome to the wedding. He sxpects 1o
attend it in spite of Shandor and the
“cocn wagnifoue” i decent adcome
modations are offered him.

Gearge was not invited to the weds
ding, which took place in June, 1922,
e was enraged. He freely. dgived his
views about.the Rumanian royal fam.
ity and his brother, He began to
spread the rumor that. Alexander was
intpetent, which is siil belfeved by
some people in gpite of the three chil-
dren which this marriage produced.

After all this George made the mis-
take of coming to Jugoskvia not long
alter the wedding. He was promptly
arrested and locked up in 3 forfress
in the interior of Serbia. Later he was
transierred to the vifla near Krapgu-
jevac where he still shiles his. time
away studying and solving problems
i higher mathematics. He 15 conside
ered to be a genius in mathematics.
However, ne one 1 permitted to see
him wor to communicate with him.
He knows too much about the Jugos
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stav yoyal family and is not afraid
to falk.

- Muost of the people in Serbia; who
disitked Alexander but were devoted
to the House of Karageorgevich,
hoped that. George would regain the
throne. He is still a great hero in their

eyes. They all admit that be was per-
haps & bit off because of his uncou-
trolable temper, but they also admire
a sincerity which Alexander definitely
facked. Alexander more than any other
member of his {family has undermined
the reputation of his House among his
own people, Among those who have
some respect left for the Karageorge-
vich dynasty George still hag. some
helpless but stanch suppotters. Prince
George hirnself stifl ¢laims the throne
of Jugoslavia, but no one knows it. @
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