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The Negro’s Northward Exodus

ROADER GROW THE BLACK BELTS io Narthern
citiecs—in New Yock, Philudclphin, Detroit, Pitts-
burgh, sud Chicago.

Northward und citywan] thoSoutlieen Negro is wending his way,

Census figures released in Washington now focus tho atten-
tion of tho nation’s elitors on this sygmificsnt treod; amd not a
few of them seek to uncarth tlhe inconing of whit the Ashoville
(N. C.) Citizen calls “*a populatian shift of tho greateat potential
mportance.”  This paper gnunarizes the census stutistios:

“0Oul of a tatal Negro population of 11,891,143, the census
shows that 9,351,577 are in the South, nn jneresso foy the decade
of 5 per cent.; while 2,14¥,L,219 are in the North, sn increass for
the decude of 3.6 per cont,  The West now has 120,347 Negrous,
or 33.1 per eons, nore than 220,

“During the tensyear xriod the Negro populution af the
North und West ineressod by 978666, us compared with an in-
crenso in the South of 449,344,

**It i3 elear feomn thes: fignres that st lesst threequartens of n
mallion Negroes migzated from the South dudng the deeado,

“Threo  Southern  States—CGrongia, Viezinia and  South
Cavolina-—showed un uetunl loss in Negro population. Michigan
showed 8 Negzo gnin of 182 per cent., New York of 108 per
ceat., Tinois of 80 per ceal., New Jorsoy of 783 per ceunt.,
Ohio of B6.1 per ceot., nnd Pennsylvania of 5.15 per ceat.

“These are striking changes. The great bulk of the Negro
population i3 21ill In the South, but tha implications of Ui fact
that atinost two-thirds of the whole inerease in Negro papulation
from 1020 to 14930 acenrzed in the North are the more farreach-
ing, hocause this ie tewe,"”

Iue Ralesh News ard Qbserier notes hat the batl-weevil in
tbe deep South flrst drove tho rural Negeo from the cotion-
flclds to the grest ucban eenters,

The Wushington corvespondent of the Baltimare Sun is more
intervzted in the political potentinlities of this migrstion feom
cotton bielt to city steents.  [3 4 Negro bloe imininent in munje
cipnl polities? The Sun corcespondent spoculates:

“Conecenteated lnensses in the Nogro population of certain
Northern States. ns contrastexd with glight gains—and in somo
enses actunl lossos~in numbees of the mee in the South, is giving
pauss to practical politicians coneerned with the specter gf an
onganized Negro bloe.

* Whether sich & developinent is imminent js open 1o question,
but palitical leaders agreo €here iz 4 toomd in iat direetion
through continuing migention of the Negro from thoese States
wheee voting is difleule, if not downrght impossible for lin, to
havens where he enjoys the frunchizo without inlecference.”

Whntiog ia the New York /eeald Pribune, Rev. Hears Hugh
I'eoctor, colored pastor of Lhe Nuxarena Congregrationat Clucel,
Brooklyn, ssserls this exodus to bo “the grastest sinee Ismal
left Byypt.” This anslyst gives three reasons for tho drife:

“The first of tho three nosons was the eall for labor from
the North, due to tho labior vaenum cguged Ly the Woeld War.

“Another was duo 0 $he ill-lrealneat they have roceived ia
i South as the sftemath of slaveey.

*Tho other wus Lhe pasdon of a race, long supprest. to find

itself in Lhe American democracy, jnspired as its militant sops
wero by their experieness in Lhe \Worlid War.”
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