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THE GRAPES OF WRATH:
Hollywood’s Challenge
to Public Opinion

UT of the flat. wind-stripped dust bowl into the

squalor of the fruit pickers' camps in California
clattered the Joad family in their old, broken-down
jalopy. Behind them rolled a storm of protest equalled
only by the thunderous applause of critics who hailed
John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath as the greatest

k of the era. No one, however, thought that hide-
bound. censor-ruled Hollywood would dare to film the
tragic story of the Joads, fiction that is fact, a novel so
documentary that it will live as damning evidence
against a section of life in America.

But Darryl Zanuck, cocky 20th Century-Fox produc-
tion chief. accepted the challenge. bought The Grapes
of Wrath from Steinbeck for $75.000, highest price ever
paid for a novel and. despite threats and protests, has
brought it to the screen. Although the big farm and
banking interests of California have thrown their power
against the production of the movie, Zanuck has gone
ahead. pulls no punches. Before he began the picture he
satisfied himself that Steinbeck was not writing fiction
when he described the hunger, the filth, the heartbreak
in which Oklahoma sharecroppers were forced to live
when they migrated to California, expecting to find jobs
in a land of promise and sunlight. After convincing him-
self that he was portraying the unassailable truth of a
desperate situation, Zanuck started the cameras grinding.

Realism, keynote of the book, was the keynote of
the picture. Henry Fonda, who plays Tom Joad, lived
for weeks among the Okie farmers from Oklahoma to
understand their problems. A 20th Century-Fox troupe
rattled down Highway 66, scene of much of the action
of the book, in cars as old and decrepit as that in which
the Joads traveled, shooting background shots for the
film. No make-up is worn in the picture, clothes are
those actually worn by Okie fruit pickers.

In the scene above. the Joads, driven off their hope-
lessly mortgaged middle-Western farm by creditors’
tractors which have sent all the tenants off the land,
Test at an Okie camp in California. Led to believe that
there will be plenty of work at high wages, they are
disappointed; bitter when they discover that the posters
offering jobs to fruit pickers lied, that there is no work.
Left to right, foreground, are John Carradine as the
preacher, O. Z. Whitehead as Al, Henry Fonda who plays
Tom Joad, Dorris Bowden as Rosasharn, Jane Darwell in
the coveted role of Ma Joad, Darryl Chikman as Win-
fleld, and Shirley Mills as Ruth. They are presented as
Steinbeck wrote them: hungry, dirty, hoping that to-
motrow will bring them the work they need. The Grapes
of Wrath, perhaps the greatest indictment of a section of
the American scene ever written, may come to be consid-
ered the greatest picture Hollywood has ever produced.

Tow Jokn, who has killed a deputy in a fight and has been in
hiding, meets Ma Joad for the last time before he disappears.

OldMagazineArticles.com



THE GRAPES OF WRATH

osasiarn and her husband. Connie. face the trip to Califo
Tia with fear, for she is expecting a baby. Later he deserts her.

wage. they talk, the meeting
rvaged Kl 3 deputy i i-aetence

207 Covruay-Fox exrrats pored of pictures taken oy U.
orerament phaograghers of st Dowt workers e this gae. with bis .

lio had their own photographers rec misery In which
e est Tve, Then. sure that Sieimbeck had not exag-
Teiea T W ceseriptons, they went shéad. with the Timing of The Oupﬂ
of Wrath. It cannot be a pleasant picture. because It was not & pleasas
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THESE MEN MADE
IT POSSIBLE
Darryl Zanuck

WHEN, IN THE October 1939
CLICK. the statement was
made, “Many doubt that
censor-beset. taboo-inhib-
ited Hollywood will have
the guts faithfully to re-
produce the squalor and
misery of Steinbeck’s
tragic people.” Zanuck
objected. He sent the tele-
gram below, completed
the most controversial
picture of the dccade.

John Steinbeck

THE AUTHOR of the most
tragic book of the genera-
tion approved the film ver-
sion before it went into
production. Many accused
him of exaggerating the
conditions of the Okies
because he could do 50 in
writing fiction. But critics
agree the lives of the real
migratory workers are no
less depressing than the
lives of the Joad family.

Nunnally Johnson

Tor-FLIGHT Scenarist
Johnson. responsible for
conversion of Steinbeck’s
tragic tale of the great
20th century exodus from
a novel to a_movie, has
taken none of the bitter-
ness or sting from Stein-
beck’s book. He has been
in Hollywood nine years.
Scenarist, columnisf, au-
thor. he is also associats
producer for the picture.

John Ford

Director of The Grapes of
Wrath_is John Ford. vet-
eran Hollywood hit mak-
er. Stressing the realism
of the story, Ford insisted
that on the set actors be
called by their names in
the movie, not their real
names. Having directed
such films as The Inform-
er, he was well-fitted to
direct the great sociologi-
cal study of the migrants.

T voum
G0, E Lasr
$Teiacey €€ 1T aup cenr
0 1o
n..n",';" N wrorg e "OUPES o ng %
£ tnucx, " d e

OldMagazineArticles.com



