GIs Overseas

EFoORE the mew s came over the radio from Samn

Franmncisco. thhe (GIs im the Eighth Arrmy casuaal
Ccarmp irs thes Philippines e e talking mostly
=izt the Mmew adjumastecdl—serwvice —ratimng cards thh=at
tw o men. fresh from the States, had brought along
with thheir serwvice records and Forrm 20s. Themn an
infantrymman back from morning chow said that
the Fresidenmnt had died frorm a heart attack. AAn-—
othher guy was positive he had been killed im a
Plane accident on his way to Berlimn to signm the
Peace treaty .

When they ot thhe story straight anmnd realized
thhat it wasm™t just another rumor. everyvybody 1
the camp was stunmnnmne<d and bewildered.

Pwvt:, HFHoward MoWatters of INevada City, CTalaf.__
Just released from the hospital and waiting to go
back to the Aumerical Diwvision, shook his head
slowly. “‘Roosewvelt rmade = lot of mistakes,”” he
said. ""But I think he did the best he comuald, anmnd
when he made miistakes he umuasually admitted it
INobody <could compare withh hirm as FPresidenmt_™

Pfc. IDawid Srmith of Cowuncil BRBluffs, Towraa, =

railroad man in civilian life and a tank gunner
i the Armmy, said, “*INow I suppose the Germans
and Japs will think they'll get something weaker
thham unconditiornal Surrender. X s P ppose thhey

identified Roosewvelt with our country so long thhat
they think Roosevelt is A America.>”

There was more talk about the dead President
and the mnew one. Somebody remarked that when
d>oOowu were in a casual camp in the Philippilines, »oOul
vere pretty far acway from things., Then gradua-—
=1l the conNnversation SV LA NLEs back tow ard the
adjusted —service—rating cards, and an argurment
started about demobilizationn poinmnts.

Im Rome thhe Allied Command closec< its places
of amusermentt and thhe Italian officials shuut down
the civilianmn movies, the schools, thhe banks and
the opera. "I camrmoe ouut of Mmy tent this rmormmimg,.”™”
said Pfc. Fred Carlsomn of INew York City, and
thhe 1Ist Replacermoent Depot, ““and I saw the fAlag
at Inhalf rmxast. I aasked who was dead. TThenmn they
told Mme. T hope it wont work out like when we
lost Wilsomn after thhe last war.™
FPvt. A J. Smith of INaperville, I1l., amn MPFP inx

Rorme ., was i the FPresident™s motorcvocle escort
wihern he wvisited Oram im 1943, "I stood very close
wwwrhern he <carme Ao wn th e sEangplank from the
Tor20oa,”” he =maid. “"Ho lookod tircd and aged thermx.™"

A INavy lifeguard spread the mews armong the
G Is and sailors on Waikiki Beach in Hormnolwualuao
Most of them walked imto the exclusive Outrigsgsexr
Canoe Club, which is ordimarily reserwved for
memmbors only. and sat silently by the radio i
theiy svwirm suits, listening to the reports of what
had happened in Warm Springs.

At Pavne Field, thhe big AATC base mear Cairo.
Cppl. George F¥Fatchheck of Chicago was reading the
story in the IMiddle East Stars arrd Stripes while
he waited  for custoMmers at the imforrmation desk
im thhe terrmimal buillding. Cpl. O. H. Seals of Mior—
ristowrmn, IN. J., was looking ovor his shhoulder.

“*It happens to everybody,”” Seals said. "“The big
ones, too.”

fRBauat he was amn aw fual sTmart guay ,.”"” Patcheck said.

rSure,”t Seals said. “"But he’s mot the only. srmarxrt
Euy. We ve ot others. L.ots of therm. ™7

St. Bob Bouwsrima was roecading the firamal itoermn
of thhe 5 o clock mevwscast axTm the Armmnmned Forces

RRadio Serwvico sSstationmn in Pamamma when Cpl. IRewu—
bemn IDNDiaz, the station"s Spanish announcer, handed
Iraza the fMAash. GiIs hearings i1t zat supper in the

mess halls didm™"t bolieve it at fAirst. T henmn the sta—
tionNn"s phomne started to ring. Sgt. Jirmm Weathers
would pick it uap and say. " Yes, itTs truc.”T VYoo
itts true.”” he said to each call., ““Yes. it™s true.”” =

In Sydrmney, Aaustralia, Sgt. L. .loyd ¥FP. Stallings
of San Antonio, Tex., said. ““J came down here
to have a good time, but now I don't feel sao
cheerfwaal.”™™

Pwt. J. ID. <Cotter of the Aunmnstraliam Arrnmy sSaid,
“*Wish I knew more abowut this mew bloke.™”

OCOutside the Granmnd Hotel in Paris, Pfcoc. IL.ester
Rebuck, a&a mmedic from the 104th IDiwvisiomn, said-
~~It RS Just like somebody socked e imx th e
stomach when I wasn’™t looking. I just couldn't
Eet it through my head he was Teally dead. For
my money, thhat suy vwas one of thhe greatest guavs
that ever lived. You can put hirm mext to IL.bainrncoln
or- Washingtonmn or anybody.”” =
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