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HEN THE NEWLY organ-

orchestras: they were hired o of
there, and open they did—just long
enough for Tommy to blow up and
split the band in the middle of a
downbeat the nightof May 10,

The couples were dancing to the
tune of PUl Never -Say Never Again
when Tommy
imitated

kS

or ot do it at a
Okay!” houied Tommy. “We
oty o
With that he tucked his trom-
bone under his arm and pushed
through the crowd of
dancers,
went. Next

g%

&

Sparks as he
lay Jimmy hired an-
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other (rombone ph)cr and_billed

himself as “The
Biieters B "—a maceaiot ek
lated to win friends and influcnce

brothers. Tommy sworc revenge,
organized a band of his own—and
in the ensuing rivalry, both achicved
sreater fame and foriune than they
could hay hicved together.

"The story of their livcs has been
tmed in Hollywoods the Pennsyl-

nia Legislature has passed a
lution lauding them for “courage
th

topped  $1,500,000. ars.
ago the Dorseys were picking slate
from coal pile at ten cents an hour.
s not, throwing it at

uch ol)l(r'
Ve just don’t think the same
.1)." Jimmy explains mildly.
And we nover will  cchoes his
brother.
Now in their carly fortics, the
brothers present an aj nce as
dissimilar as their temperaments.
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-the secona
Jimmy is of medium height, has

dark hair, soft features and gentle
mmy is well over six feet,

play that kind of stuff at home for
practice and then come out and
play a melodic line.”

“Be-Bop
easy to follow, is i?”
asks his brother.

~
boys’ incomes. Tom- s

gres-
850,000 annually.
coasts along on $650,
ut aiter taxes the difference is not
50 noticcable.

The moncy comes from many
sourees, for 2 Lig-name band
leador big-ti
Kimis T handle s heater

bookings, one-night stands, night-
club engagements, radio programs
and other assorted activities, Jimmy
and Tommy Dorscy are surrounded
by a large corps of hooking agents,

road managers, arrangers, publish-
ing assistants, accountants, lawyers,
public-relations experts, tax con-
sultans and band boys—to say
Mlhmq of some 40 temperamental
musicians and voc:
brotherssomehow scill hink i 1 all
worth wi

gE

Jamea Francis Dorse born
in”1904 in’ Shenandoa, Pennsyl:

ot very
o hoentoue

of £ave pages-

vania. His father, Thomas Do
was a selftaught musician who
carncd $10 a week in the
mines and a few dollars extra by
giving music lessons.

ond boy, Thomas Francis Dorsey,
was born in 1905, the father made
up his mind that his sons would be
musicians, or else!

While 3l in knee pants both
learmed all the wind nstrumens
before specializing, respectively, in
the saxgphouc and trombone, To
this day many consider Tommy a
better jazz trumpet player than
trombonist, and one
of the early Paul
‘Whiteman record-
ings, Sand, is now a
collectors’” item
cause it features a hot

jimmy and the late
rsac B Beiderbecke,

boys’ mother, Tess Langton
Dorszy‘ often was distressed by her
husband’s rigid disciplining of his
sons. To miss a day’s practice meant
a licking; but when she tried to in-
tercede for them, the stern father
we

ni

rol
2nd they're goin’ o loarn.

Beeause the family necded finan-
cial help, both boys took jobs pick-
ing slate from coal. It was back-
breaking work. Tommy stood the
gaff briefy, then opened a grocery
in the Dorscy parlor and sold
canned goods to neighbors, Jimmy
stayed on at the mines and earned
$4.50 a week for a nine-hour daily
shift. Meanwhile, formal education
brushed the boys but lightly.

Alter the brothers were sufficient-
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-the usiza

ned in musc, ther Grcles
Hmsveschr ik an- orchesicn
round therm, Since there was 5o
park in Shenandoah, seats were set
up outside a dry-goods store and
every balmy evening the musicians
went to work. Jimmy was 15, Tom-
my 14. The music was good but the
townfolk were poor; so ultimately
Jimmy took another job, this time
s a blacksmith’s helper.

When his hand slipped one day,
‘hammer to hit

youngsters out of
yar was 1922; Jimmy wwas just 18,

‘ommy not yet

Alice Rascly, proprictor of the
West Side Amusement Park i
near-by Berwick, gave the band its
first engagement and its name. Re-
porting for work the first evening,
the boys were startled to sec posters
announcing “The Dorscy Brothers'
Wild Canarics.”

Even after the Dorsey Brothers
Orchestra had gone dignified to the
wne of $500,000 a year, close
friends sl referrd to the o as

Wild CAnam.x, and some of
them do to this

‘After the Wild Canarics had won
their wings, the Dorseys let the
Seranton Sirens Jure thenn into be.
coming side-men. Then Jimmy got
an offer from Jean Goldkette and

n made a placc in the band for
his brother. Both boys were learn-
ing their art in nightly practice on
the bandstand and in jam sessions
in smoky hotel rooms with the top
instrumentalists of the day. They

of £1ve pages-
learned wel, and when Vincent
offered Jimmy a job in 1925,

awepled with' the _proviso:
“Wait Gl you hear my brother

R0 T Lopez paxp there was
only one step higher to go—to
“Pops” Whiteman, unchallenged
King of Jazz. In 1927 the Dorseys
took that stcp. Jimmy, whose only
interest outside of music is golf, had
befiended alikcable youngsierwho
also loved the game—: mi

never stay put for
they had left Whitcman o skim the
m off the new radio industry.

star instrumentalists with studio

it not been
rible temper.
While rchearsing a_commercial
program, T. D. was irritated by the
fponson, who thought the first -
ber should be played third, the
e bt 5o e s
pumber firt. Finally Tommy biew
his op instead of is trombo
hy docan't that bald- headed
old !oal 0 duck his head?” he
Gtmanded of no ot i particular.
But the microphone was lstening.

for Tommy's ter-

—and up in the client’s booth sat
e spon mmy was banned
o v

start an orchestra of their own.

In doing so, they did not realize
they were setting the pattern for
almost all band leaders to come.
Most of the big-time leaders before
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hém businessmen like
e Whiteman, or personalitics
like Ben Bernie, or indifferent solo
instrumentalists’ like Guy Lom-
o, who depended for sucecss on
the ensemble of the orchestra. To-
day, ot of the popular leaders
are men who firt ctablished heir

recording contract
and their discs began selling like
popcorn at a country fair. The net-
works which had banned them as
e-men welcomed them as lead-
rs. General Amusement Corpora-
fion booked them into Glen Jsand
Casino and began giving
big-name buil But they just
eouldne ot along together
c things  casy,”

imm: ‘-wl
Ji e got w drive?” his broth-
e insists.

A split was incvitable. When it
came, the rivalry turned into a
bitier feud. Tommy set forth to
outshine his older brother. He built
star after sta rd, Frank
Sinatra, Dick Haymes and Jo Staf-

, and launched them on their
own’once they had achicved fame
with his band.

\Frankic?” b rn
« 00d kid;
)cnd h|m autior coffe

my, on the other hand, finds
that his vocaliss and musicians
rarely v Part
atrantion s Jimmy's honcet ad
miration for good work. He is
perfectionist who rehearses every
number until cvery note is right,
every phrase flawless,

nisces toda
used to

fourth of £ive Pages-

To Tommy, however, musicians
are merely the woring parts of 2
e

placcahlc He disbanded his autfn
dhis year, and says today that he
will start'a new ‘as soon as [
t scmc musicians who don’t

more about the
huxmcss than T dor

. D. knows about the
busines is considerable. For the
past ten years he has been among
the top_three in cvery orchestra
popularity poll. After leaving his
brother, he originated the trick
havinghis Imndsmg obbligato back-
grounds to su arie.
When the pul)hc mamcd swmg, he
gave them the pub-
fic wanted “oweet® m\mt, 'he Fave
them his theme song, I'm Gettin'
Sentimental Ocer Tou.

S8E

Touy DoRseY pais himsef as
mercilessly as loes his men,
working from noon until 3 Ast
secing agents, attending to the
music-publihing business he re-
cently established with his brother,
recording, choosing mew arrange.
ments, working in theaters and
night clubs, makmc guest appear-
ances on the ai

movie sets: both have appeared in

full-lengeh fims and masical shorts.
W T mimy loves ight uhs,
Jimmy quict

ofc at
home with his wii nnd da\lqhu:r
T

brothers have
tion— cach other.
When Tommy's recording of Pl

on competi-
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~the last of £3ve pages-

Never Smile Again made the best-
countered with
reen Eyes and Brazil. When Tom-
my signed a night-club contract for
85,000 a week, Jimmy topped it by
$9,000 for seven nights’ work.
When Jimmy accepted $20,000 a
weck for theater engagements,
Tommy got $27,600 for a weck at
the Oriental Theater in Chicago.
Finally, in 1941, mutual friends
persuaded them fo_meet at
Hotel Astor to shake hands and call

w
mhcr, When the’ neighbors back
hom d the n

kids haven’t changed a bit.””

The brotherly competition finally
ended in 1942, with the death of
their father. Yet a habit of long

draw clos to cach other. Perhaps
competition from the rising crop of
youngsiers has sormething. 1o o
with it

“They call us lns-lxxn\ says
Tommy bitterly. “Me and Tea-
garden and my brother. Get that—
has-beens! Why, my brother plays
more horn than any wet-cared kid
in the business”

Jimny sl soy, «its dhis
way,” he_cxplains. “We'

Paperstosien thoey sk thcis beads
and murmured, “Those Dorsey

fame—so now we figure
y 10 act like brothers, that’s all.”
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