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ALENE ERLANGER of New York, holds the
leashes of the nation’s war dogs. After selling gen-
erals on the idea of using dogs in combat, she or-
ganized Dogs for Defense, which is now recruiting
125,000 pooches for the Army. As Civilian Con-
sultant to the Quartermaster General, she super-
vises training. Her military mutts—hundreds of
which are already serving overseas—have become
tough fighters. Scotties burrow under barbed wire
and dash ahead of scouting parties to locate ma-
chine-gun nests and snipers. Huskier dogs act as
sentries, go out under enemy fire to locate wounded
men, and even trail telephone wires across battle-

fields from containers on their necks. Some bail
out of planes with paratroopers, others have been

trained as plane spotters. Mrs. Erlanger wants her
dogs to be from one to five years old, smart, sus-
picious of strangers. As a guide for training she’s
written a Field Manual. This breezy sportswoman
spends most of her week ends at home with her
husband, a businessman, and her two teen-age
daughters. She was famous in the dog world long
before the war as the owner of America’s No. 1
show dog, Rumpelstiltskin, a classy French poo-
dle. She’s enlisted nine of her own poodles, but
not Rumpelstiltskin, who’s too temperamental for
Army life. Below, she appears with one of her
recruits, a sturdy shepherd dog.
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