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How Canada’s Veterans Are Faring

The Dominion’s -Carefully Planned Rehabilitation Program Includes a ‘ ‘Farms
for Soldiers’” Act That Is Producing Real Farms

[ECOND ly to the t the C. E. F, and Iy 1 f
ST e ot By OWEN E. MeGILLICUDDY 21 Lnperial forces
elds

)

Vesident in Ganada, ot s has sioe
attended to the hospitalization and
treatment of all ex-members of the
American forces resident in Canada. 1t
made provision for the maintenance
of tnstiintions for the trentment of lon.
continued and presumably incurable die-
sases, It has provided for e refrain:
x-members of the Canadian
B cdiflonary Favee who, thivagh At
ability incurred during or actuated by
war service, were unable to return o
thelr pre-wir occupations.

One feature in which the Depart-

as led all other otminies was in
pro v the training of minors,
O of hogs who onlisted under the age
of cighteen and who, on account of war
service, suffered severe interruption of
their training.

Loans also are provided for purchase
of cquipment so vocational graduates
starting in business allied to the train-
ing course will not be hundicapped
financially. Loans are provided for dis
abled men who have not had or are not
enuﬁle&) to Vgcz\tl(?l'ﬂ:il n‘ﬂtl n% ?u whc
- wish to continue educational traning
was over, but long befor the end of the Juncp,Allied countries, ot only bas which was interrupted by service
confit was in sght the Canadian Gov. 5, DSRS0 RUEE C06 VO e pay and allowances for ail men
e e ey Deoke Ml after discharge of all ex-members of ITENGE Beaiment, or Maivns are
temof dealing with ihe seturned soldier hich thes]cfnt\ﬁn recc.vhnd while in the
and his manifold problems. This re- [ T : e man has a Tamily he
sulted in the temporary federal Depart- ! " s cntitied_to a separation allowance
ment of Soldiers' Civil Recstablish- v for' his wife and chﬂdren ;
ment, which has been ablg presided over L ! man receives $75 a month, a married

¥ Sit James Lougheed. This depart- : man without children $100°and for the
ment had charge of medical treatment ¢ first child $15 & month in addition, for
o 3l diabied codies, attnded to . the'socond ehld $12 @ month, and o
vocational training, conducted an em- ch successive chi

Plogment service, sapervised the manu- @ S/ month. In addition to medical treat-
factare and supply of artificial Hubs, [ . il ent for cx-members of the. forces,
and direied. the adminisiration and v during which {rcaiment pay and aflow”
aying of ensions and the payment % ' . ances are provide ree treatment is
T ey and Alowances o all those une L \ available for all those who suffer a
dergoing treatment or vocational train- i | recurrence "ot disabiities " sustained
ing. while serving in France or any other

&t the close of the present fiscal year, : Zone of war,
in March, the permanent, features of b Canada’s system of pensions is ocked
this work, such as the pensions com- upon as one of the fairest and broad-
miseion and _the ‘care of ermanently est provided by any of the countries
disabied oldiers, wil i ail ielihood that participated in the World War.

be taken over by the Department of The total pensions in force at the close
the ‘Tnterior; which now  superintends of the last fiscal year included 35,451

Europe is the
magnificent, spirit, in which the Domin-
ion has dealt with the returned soldier
and with the fallen soldier and his de-
pendents. ~ From the time the war ended
to the present, Canada has led the rest
of the world in looking after her ex-
service men.

When the men of the Dominion re-
turned from Europe they originally got
three months’ post-discharge pay at
their _discharge _ranl n second
thought this wes changed early in 1019
toa war gratuity basis, as follows: For
one year's overseas service or more,
four months’ pay and allowances; for
three years’ service or more, six months’
pay and allowances. TFrom these Nerman 4. Falkner,
amounts was deducted any sum paid out Jierins  cmoion
under the post-discharge system which nisie; st < g at
had earlier preva)led The men who n’-:r: i llsl “’
Had seen service i Canada only wepe Moo the werlds
not forgotten and received checks for probably onty) oner
onc month’s pay and_allowances for lesged skater
ach complete’ year of service in the

These benefits came after the war

the Snldlers Land Settlement Scheme. Colanlal Prece dependents, of whom 17,293 are chil-
cpartment of Soldiers’ Civil Dainty occupation for a mere man,  dren. The yearly habmty for_these

Reestablishment has - initiated _many this, but he was doing rougher dependems amounted to $11,101,463.

features which have been adopted by work three years (Con 20§

A bungalow-farmhouse in British Columbia tenanted The barn that goes with the bungalow was built
bv a former soldier by the veteran himself
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HOW CANADA'S
VETERANS ARE FARING

The total number of disabilities under
pension was 69,583 Wives totalled
29,313 and other dependents 42,658,
makmg 141,554 persons for . whom
441 was paid.  Th total vearly
liabi 'ty unts to $25,406904. " The
pensions Ineluded 10,871 . wido s and
17298 children, and the disabilities
cluded 29,313 wives and a large num-
ber of childre
The percentage of pensioners having
children is 27. The number of wives
yith children who receive pensigns is
65 percent, and the percentage of per-
sioned wives without children is 3!
at has already been written shows
what the Government has done to pre-
pare the physically and mentally dis-
abled soldier for entering upon civilian

ich has
Soldiers’ Settlement Board throughout
the Dominion.

This Board was created with the idea
of helping the returned man to make a
success of farm life on his own land.

hat the scheme is a success is evi-
denced by the following figures, which
are for the calendar year of 1920:

cres of new land broken in 1920
by soldier settlers in western provinces
alone, 202,730; total acreage of land
taken up by returned soldiers in west-
ern provinees, 3,100,000, of which some
two million acres are free lands granted
to veterans, of whom 8,192 have availed
themselves of land grants.

n November the Board announced
that loans to ex-service men who wanted
farms of their own had_ passed the
$80,000,000 mark, which figure repre-
sented not quite 20 000 setﬂers’ loans.
These were distributed by provinces as

Prince Edward Island.....
Nova Scotin

Settlrs  Loans
$814,957
1,287,928
14497704

6064042
13,267,826
19,843,001
22,829.04
7,021

Snlkntchcwnn
b Colur

At the same time the Board an-
nounced that 0f 58,811 veterans who
had made applications for benefits un-
der ‘the Act, 41,906 had been pro-
nounced “qualified to farm.” Two hun-
dred and ninety soldier farmers already
had repaid their loans in full. Stack
and equipment purchases made by the

ard in in its clients
Cotatied 55,010,158, ‘on whidh special
arrangements had effected a saving of
$742,568.

The Soldiers’ Land Settlement Act
of 1917 provided that the returned
soldier, was entitled to an_entry of
Dominion lands of 160 acres in addition
to ordinary homestead rights. The act
went_beyond previous legislation in
providing a loan to the settler not ex-
ceeding $2,500 on his land. This was
the first time that a Dominion Parlia-
ment had ever ventured into lending to
encourage settler:

s time went on it became apparent
that the area of available land suitable
for agriculture in the western provinces

was going to be After

-owned lands for sale to settlers as
Geimmen by the Sotdierss Settlament Ack.
The Board was empowered to sell an
acreage not greater than 320 acres with
the provision that the land Should be
sold at the price at which it had been
scquired and that the amount oved by
he returned man on the land should
not excead $4500, he to pay not less
than ten percent of th
The ORern-Comnal provided that
the Board should have power to acquire
the stock and implements and to sell
them at cost to the veteran, $2,000 b
ing the maximum allotted {o each ap-
plicant, and, further, to lend the man
upon his improvements, or upon im-
provements to be made, a su
Eroeediog £1.000.The ol Act oF 1004
gave power to lend not only upon the
homesteads of soldiers, but also to re-
turned men who owned their land, a
sum not exceeding $2,500. By the term
of the. Order-in-Cauncil of. February,
1618, land acquired by the Board must
resold to the soldier and the unpaid
halance of the sale price made repay-
able in twenty-five annual instalments,
including interest by amortization at
five_percent.
The $1,000 maximum loan for ime
provements is to be repayable on the
same terms, but the stock and equip-
ment loan, as it is made on perishable
articles, is to be repaid in four instal-
ments, beginning in the thi
‘though the settler will be relieved en-
firely of any abligation for the frst
two yea
Tatt March further legislation was

Act of 1917. From ate onward
Lo became entitled, if classified as quali-
fied, to a loan of $2,000 in addition to
Lhe sz 500 loan.
big problem with which the
Soldlers fand_ Scttlement Board has
to deal has not been so much the
uoguh‘mg of suitable land at a fair
price as the selection of suitable men
to go on the land—men, that is, who
had & reasonable chance of achieving
success. With this in view the Board
has established a system of practical
farming courses in every province and
these courses of study, or rather of

the veterans not to be experts in agri-
culture, but to be useluip men on the
and.

There is also a system by which
selected farmers are listed to give spe-
cial attention to veterans who work for
them as a special preparation for actual
farming. The married man who is
recommended by the Board to go on
land is entitled to 520 a month in addi-
tion to the wages he gets on the farm
and receives $6 a moneh Tor cach child,
Corresponding rates which are some-
what more liberal are allowed to men
attending agricultural colleges. The
general purpose is to enable the man
to conserve what money he has saved
and so have it at his disposal when he
becomes qualified and wants to buy land
for himself. All the agricultural train-
ing is free, and those taking advantage
of it also have 1!ea board

thoroughly investigating the situation,
the federal government passed an

uncil on February 11, 1018,
By Whith e Soldrerss Tand Sottlemant
Board got authority to acquire private-

Can-
ada has made her greatest strides since
the signing of the Armlst ce. This has
been largely brought about by her gen-
erous but careful treatment of the re-
turned soldier.
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