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Blanche Sweet

T all happened at the studios of the
Lasky Company, just a short time
ago,  Since joining this company,

Blanche Sweet has been unusually
clusive to magazine people, for there
doesn’t scem to e anything she cares
to say for publication, but despite this.
I persisted, hoping that I might
possibly persuade her to divulge some
of her past life,

Mr. McGafley, publicity director of
the Lasky Company. was my guide
thru the Iab'.rmtll ‘of stages, props.
directors, actors and  scene-workers.
We encountered Laura ilope Crews
verv hard at work in one sct. In the
next one, a scene from “The Explorer”
was being rebearsed, and in the scene
were Low-Tellegen, Dorothy Daven-
port and Tem Forman, all hard at
work. And then—marvelous sight—
there was Geraldine Farrar, hard at
work under the direction of Cecil B.
DeMille, and plaving opposite her
was Wallace Reid.

It was all so very, very interesting
and [ should have liked immensely to

have stopped and Jaoked on for
awhile.  But Mr. McGaffcy forged
straight alhead ancd I, perforce,
followql,
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in a shady, cool corner we found
the object of our scarch, curled
. up with a book, looking
WM very cool and  comfortable.

3 Basiness of introductions.
IRlusiness of scared inter-
viewer asking for a “Chat.”

Lhusiness of Miss Sweet puck-
ering her straight brows and
lnoking pathetic.

“Oh, please let’s dont bother

about interviews, It's too
J&  hot,” she pleaded, My, Me-
(nhcv scemed to think  we might
'wl.f(?h be left alone, so, with a serene
look, he hurriced back ta the office,
and Miss Sweet and [ settled down
and began getling acquainted.

“le must be a mighty interesting
hook to keep you reading it on a da\
tike this,” I suggested, with a meaning
look towards her hook.

For answer, she turncd the title-
page towards me, and I realized with
a little surprise that 1t was a volume
of Tennvson, Anv girl who spends
a warm, lazy moming reading Tenny-
son certainly has my sincerest respect.

“I am very innd of him,” she con-
fided, with a little, lazy smile. "I like
[.ord Byron, too. | adore Kipling.”
she added shamelessly ; “and for fic-
tion give me 'hillips (J])]Jcnhcun

My respect was rising by leaps and
Doudls.

“Do you oftea spend your mornings
this way ?” | asked.

“Hardly,” she langhed; “I scldum
have a morning that I can spend this
way. Today I was to have worked 1n
‘The Secret Sm in which T am doing
the double role of the twins, So I

came down to the studio all lprimed for

wark, only to find that I woulda't
be pneeded for an hour or so And
the hour doesn’t seein to be finished
yet,” she answered gaily,

“What companics have you been
with, save Lasky, Miss Sweet?” 1]
ventured.

“Biograph, then Reliance (Mutual,
you know ), and now Lasky, 1've Leen
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tn Motion Plictures for six vears,” she
answercd, a hittle wearily,

“Were vou on the stage before
entering Motion 'ictures 2" 1 persisted,

“Yes, as premicre danscuse with
Gertrude Hoffman.  Iint aficr my first
work in pictures, 1 dikin't ¢are for the
stage any morc.”

“And where were vou born?”

She sat up, with a htle bored ges-
ture that was rather amusing hecause
of the twinkle in her blue eves. She
pretended to straighten the dicorder
of her blonde hair. then she sighed and
dropped her hands in her lap.

"So iU's going to be an interview,
after all,” she sipghed, with an air of
utter hopelessness. “Very well. What
15 to be, will be, 1 suppose. And who
am ] that [ siould dare to attempt to
stop the tide of destinv?  Where
was | bormm? Chicago, in 1896.
I suppose the date of the month
doesn’t matter>"

“"No.” I muttered, so delighted at the
other nfornution that | wouldn't
be greedy and insist on more.

“Do vou care for photoplavs, ather
than vonr own? Secing them, 1
mean?” | stammered.

"Yes, indecd. I am an inveterate
photoplay fun. T think every plaver
who has any amnbition at all, any de-
sire to get ahead in his work, should
spend as much or more time sccing
other people’s pictures as in his own.
I think that only by comparison and
good hard work can we hope to
succeed. And it is my highest ambi-
tton to reach the zenith of a profes-
sonal career.” Iler voice was very
sweet and earnest as she made this
littte preachment.

. "What pictures have you most en-
Joyed sceingr, Miss Swect ?”

“*The Warrems of Virginia,'”
she answered promptly, “and The
Escape.'” |

“And will vou namne some of the
great photoplayers:” I perststed.

“Of course, L'l name some that
consider the greatest—Alary Fuller
and Mary Pickford. T enjov their
work on the screen more than any
others | have ever seen ™

“1 suppose vou are interested n
woman suffrage’?” 1 asked.
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“Dccidediv [ am interested in it
she said, with a bit of a flash in her
blae cves, “hut 1 cant say that |
approve of t.  Men have managed
things pretty well so far—let them
continue. [ dont think a2 woman has
any business in politics. except in 30
far as any woman can inflience her
husband’s vote.” she returned.

I'or the rest, hefore she was called
to work, I managed 10 discover that
she lives with her grandmother, since
che was unfortunatc ¢nough to lose
both parents when she was  quite
voung.  She isx a very sane, level-
headed voung girl. who has her eve on
a certain goal and who ncans to get
there some day.

She desigms all her own frocks and
hats and oftens constructs them as
well, when htier duties at the studio
will permit.  She iz fond of motoring.
swimming, hunting and daucing—
chiefly dancing. for it's her greatest
plecasure—omside of the lctters she
receives from  her  admirers  and
friends.

She is also in favor of censorship
of Alms, and she is single, heart-
whale and fancv-free.

In appearance. Blanche Sweet i<
about five feet four inches in height
and weighs about one hundred and
thirty. Derhaps her hair has con-
tributed more than any other physical
charactieristic 1o make her famous—
it is thick, finc-sptin and of a wonder-
ful pale gold color. She hasn't a nick-
name. tho in her Diograph days <he
was known as “T'he Biograph Blonde.”

As a parting word, sce Blanche
Sweet as the twins in “The Sccret
Sin. ] am sure vou'll hike seeing it
quite as much as I enjoved interview-
ing the dainty star.
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