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A TRIBUTE TO AMERICAN
ARCHITECTURE.

The pageant heid last week at
Washington, when President HaroiNg
presented the Gold Medal of the
American Institute of Architects to
Hewnry Bacon, who designed the Lins
coln Memorial, was something more
than e tribute to a great artist. It was
public recognition by a body of men
especlally qualified by their training
to judge the merits of a plece of archi-
tecture that the Lincoln Memorial s
one of the great achievements of
American art. Ibspired &s was the
conception of Mr. Bacow, he yet was
only completing the gemeral plan de-
vised by the late Cmaries F'. McKim,
Daxtar H. Burwuam and the other
members of the commission appointed
in 1901 to study the park system of
the City of Washington. They, in
turn, reverted to and elaborated the
original plans of Major L'Emrant,
who in 1701 began to put on paper
his project for the national capital.
L’Enpam?’s. vision has only partly
been carried put. Hisidea of the Mall
which was to lead from the Capitol
buildisg to the °° Tiber,” as the Po-
tomas was then sometimes called, has
been impaired by the erection of va-
rious bulldings which did not belong
in the orginal acheme. How to restore
this demege and how best to comform
¢t his ideas was part of the work
which the commission in 1001 under-
took. The reclamation of land along
the Potomse enabled MecKin, Oui-
e7Ed and the members of the commis-
slon to extend the Mall and to plan
to plase at the end of it the Linceln
Memerinl.

When Hemny Bacow designed this
building be had, as Rozar Cos-
TIsses put it, * to express the spirit
* gf calm, settied fidelity in which the
* millions of the United States stand
* by the pame and fame of ABRAMAM
¢ Lagootas.” ‘To his success in this
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ARCHITECTURE.

task President Hanomvo peid s delicste
tributé when he eaid that Liwogrw, if
he could but ses this monurment, would
find ‘his greatest satisfaction mot in
the recognmition ‘which it typifies of
bis own eervices, but in the thought
that the nation he loved and ssved
has brought forth such & ppoof of
tofty aim and capecity for ashieve-
ment ag this monument shows.

In these days, when it is fashion-
able to pretend that no art can flour-
ish in the United States, it s & com-
fort to reflect that mot only in such
bulldings as this is American archi-
tecture pre-eminent. As a matter of
fact, in utilitarian bulldings—such as
the Woolwerth Tower, the Rquitable
Building, the Pednsylvania Station and
the Grand Central end in medern
country houses—American architecturs
holds first place. We have been cone
tent with simplicity and dignity, and
with molding to our special needs the
best of other times and other lands.
If our cities have been, on the whole,
less satisfactory, it i because of the
spesd with whickh the natios hes
grown and becauss, excspt in the case

of Washington, there has been ne oc-
casion to biulld, from the very be-

sinning, with a view to beauty. Even
in Washington there are still many
sections which are utterly hideans.
But the older streets, with their placid
shade and comfortable houres, make a
fit setting for monuments such as
those to WASHINGTON and INNCOLN,
They also show that the American
people have developed good taste in
architecture, taste that is swift to
recognize in the White House and
Mount Vernon and in the Linceln Me-
morial genuine muurplecel:_
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