THE PEACE OR WAR OF VERSAILLES?

ILL THE SPURIOUS PEACE of the Versailles Treaty.
I has beon cast aside and the human race has joined hands
in & peave which is genuine, there can be no rest not
only in Europe but throughout the civilized world, socording to
Rudolph Euecken, vne of Germany’s most famous savants,
whose words hefore the war wielded much influence far heyond
the confines of the Univervity of Jena where he is & professor.
This question ot repealing the Treaty of Versaillex, **which was
founded on the falsehood of Germany’s sole responsibility for
the war,” he suys, must take procedenco of all other questions,
snd the demand that it bo dono should he made not only by
Germany but by tho whole world, In the Eucken Review,
orgen of the Mucken Society,
whieh isx published at Jens,
this German scholar declnres

that:

“The so-called Ponco of Ver-
sailles  subjects the German
people to unheard-of treats
ment; bas injured and crippled
Germuny; has, with refined

m cruelty, deprived her of fertile

lorritories; robbed her of

i " ~ourees indikpensable to her

Luerar_y Dlges‘ vxistence; has heaped upon her

huge burdens, und this for an

indefinite time—--the intention

fm‘ heing, if possihle, to reduce her

people  to  serfdoin,  Hatred

aned vengefulnese if, was which

U dictuted this deplorshle peass,

Aprl'z 28! 1923 Bt in xpil:\. of lheml.yrm\rh

ful losses, the Clerman peopls

lias donn ity hest to fulfil tho

iron conditions: undaunfed it

took up its peseeful aolivities

in every sphore, and wdjusted

itsolf with groal kil to the

real situstion; unes moro it

displayed itsell ns the nation

of thorough workmen; it had

every right, a just computs-

tion of cxisting difficultiex

boing made, to anticipate a

gradual recovery.  But it was

just this which the merciless

vppunents, Fruoes especially,

desired Lo prevent. Thoy re-

fusesl the tortured people the

necessary timo for reeovery;

the prodigious imports lavied

wore extorted with the greatest

ruthlensness, the whole stapdard of living being reduced to the

lowest level; for this the decroased anid ever decreasing value of

money was chiefly responsible, the direct result of the enomy’s
extortion. . . .

“Now theso conditions Gormany hus dono her hest to fulfil,
recoiling from no sacrifives, but at hest these uro growing beyond
evhduranco, and the old proverh is verified: witrn posso memo
oldigatur. And yet any failure in fuifilment, no matter how small,
nor how entinly the result of tho genorad distress, is designated
by our opponents as ‘wiltul default.’  Finally such s *wilful
defsult’ has become for the French (lovernment u welcome pre-
texl for the grealest possible territorial extenxion of ils power.
1t hex resorted to foree, ocoupicd our most productive regions,
thrown onormous masses of troope into 1ha defonseless conntry,
where it now exercisen nntustricted dominion. By this means
the econoini¢ aund soeial 1ifo of Lthese highly developed regions
has boen thoroughly dikorgunized, while our affieinls and work-
men, faithful 1o their duty, ary boing handled like eriminsls,
fined uad imprisoned, and civil sorvants of high standard are
driven from houso and home 1o searsh for quartors, i malice
how mean, in the towns already overfilled.”

Professur Faeken's remarcks on Gormany's money siluation
indicato o somo t'ronch writers o strango luck of information
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OF the Trenty ilself, an opinion sharply opposite Lo that of
Professor Eucken ik exprost by a French publicist of high dix-
tinetion, Gabriel Hanotaux, of the French Aeademy, who de-
elares that it " confiring und eonsolidates the New Europe in its
labors and ity hopes.”  Wherever the wpirit of the Treaty of
Varsailles rulos, ho tolls us in the Paris Figaroe, it is *'a spirit of
peaeee, of coneilintion angd of accommeodation, supported by the
sound nuthority of the Leasue of Nations.” und ha nreansde:

A BPANISH TORUST,

*If vae of them dues pot lot go, the Troaty cloth will rip.”
— Campana de Gracin (Barcelona),

about the canses underlying Germany's dilapidsted mark and
the flood of peper money with which the country is deluged.
They wonder, also, how he can convinee himself that the Ger-
wans have honestly attempled to meet their Treaty obligations,
s e eluims thay have done.

*To be sure, there ary difficulties and couflict s~plenty., The
works of mun wro not perfect; but no Power even if hurt, or be-
lieving itself hurt, has recourse to arms. The nations wait for
the future to alleviate their ills. Is it not an inspiring spectacle
for histery to sea thoss ancient countries which have been brought
back to life trying to live again; or those new couutries which
are the offapring of a conception that at first seemed very daring,
namely, self-determination?”

Mr. Hanotaux eulogizex “admnirable Poland resurrected from
the tomh,” and Czecho-Slovakia, which has become & “master
country” under the guidance of Foreign Minister Benes. He
finds that Roumania hea taken on & new lease of life, and passing
through the rest of Europe, east and southeast to Jugo-Slavia,
he sees good promise for the future in Austria, Bulgaria, Hun-
gary, sud elsowhere. Italy will stand by France and Belgium,
he bolieves, becauso she values the justice that was flually
dealt to her by the Treaty of Versailles. Even in England
he discovers signs of n more sympathetic attitude toward
France. President Harding ““says nothing. but the American
mind is working hard,” and that s a good augury, sccording to
Mr. Hanotaux, who adds:

*Yet a little while and the triumph of good sense will make its
appearnnee.  Even the buyers of (erman marks will under-
stand that all they have 1o do is 10 look out upon a new horizon:
and then the sagacity of France will be praised by those who
lutely blsmed her so vivlently, her occupstion of the Ruhr will
be recognized as having saved the world from a frightful catas-
trophe—the catastrophe Germany wished to see in order that
other nations might go down in her collapse. Then the New
Kurope will be seen fxt and solidified in its Iabors and in its
hopes—-this Furope of the Troaty of Versailles.”
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A GERMAN APPEAL TO THE PROLETARIAT
TO TEAR UP THE VERSAILLES TREATY.

=—Der Wahre Jakob {Stuttgart).
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