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THE 64 WHO RUN AMERICA

New wielders of power have replaced Ambassal
Gerard's famous list o
r of Inside

by John Gunther
N 1930, OR JUST seventeen the United States, Mr. Hoover,
0. James W. Gerard,
Tormer American Ambassa-
jinent

dor to Germany and a pror
New XoskLiyef d st
for well over a generation, wrote a

parmphlet published in England  two labor leaders at the end were
fo

which said ty men who added as an afterthought

rule America could do wonders M. Gerard, defendi
with the British Empire.”
return to the United States, he personages,
recled o the forty names in re: o eletive ek
were the powers that really ruled

had the final word in determining
who did run—and who was
list so provocative was. the con- —because they held the purse
ce of any political  strings of the nation.
entof  In other words, Mr. Gerard,

spicuous abs
leaders. Not even the Presi
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vinced that the United States of
America s . it ime 4 B
nancial ol nothing more,
g e

Has the situation changed, and
in what ways?
Gorad rorsty, an
miniscing about his lst,that was
e guanion  puto bien

© Ambassador Gerard's List of Americs

Jobn D Rorkeflr, Jr.
Mellon

o
o

Hoy Houd ™
Freduriek E. Weyerhaeuser
Myron € Taglor

James A, Faprell

leaders. Not even the President of

have made in the middle thirt
or early forties?” T asked.

“It would have shrunk to one
‘man—Roosevell.” he answered.

“What kind of list would you
ke today

“I would limit it to half a dozen
men, all of them partners in J. P.
Morgan & Co.”

Rulers” (AD. 1930)
Seouc Tl

ven Fisher b

George. Washi
Kaoigh S, Ochs

Willim Green
Matthew Woll

In other words, Mr. Gerard,
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So Mr. Gerard sticks close to his
original thesis. 1 have been think-
ing this over ever since we talked,
and with due respect for Mr. Ge-
rard's vast and intimate knowledge
of such matters, I disagree.

Mr. Gerard is a capita
capitalists, but it seems to me that
he takes altogether too Marxist a
view. Certainly I would not deny
the importance of wealth and
vested interests i our polities and
conomy; but to assert that the en-
tire United States, with its vast
proliferation of ‘complex and in-
terlocked forces, is nothing more
than a colony of J. P. Morgan &
Co, is a fantastic exaggeration.
One could give many reasons why
Wall Street has lost the position

it held in the 1920 and will
mever regain it—the crash, the de-
pression, the social agencies set up.

st of

leaders. Not even the President of

by the N Dol s vaiors e
ulatory devices like the Securities
and Exchange Commission.
Tn addition to such forces, time
has had its efect on Mr. Gerard's
original list. Many who were on it

have died—Mellon, Ford, Adolph
Ochs, the Van Sweringens, Atter-
bury, Insull, George' Washinglon
Hill, Joseph M. Patterson, Cyrus
H. K. Curtis, J. P. Morgan him-
self, and Julius Rosenwald among.

much less active than they were
seventeen years ago.

Al of which has lured me into
‘making a list of my own in terms
of the nation ma.y My entries
have not necessarily been put
it Jarecden of gostanes: Bt
M.

In other words, Mr. Gerard,
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1 have tried to organize them by  what, “runs” each person. For ex-
groups. ample, who or what runs Truman
First, there is the Government. aside from Truman? But unless
Mr. Gerard to the contrary not-  we want to embark on  book, and
withstanding, T do not see how any @ big book, I'm afraid we must ex-
list of this kind can exclude the  clude such considerations.
President of the United States, if If Roosevelt were still Presic
only because this country is dis- dent, my Number Two and Num-
tinguished from almost all others  ber Three choices would be Jesse
in that the ofice of Chief Executive  H. Jones and Herry L. Hopkins.
Each had enormous power of a
pens to occupy it. Ct very concrete kind; also, as it
that a dominant factor in the his- happened, they represented sharp-
tory of the past two decades is the Iy opposed philosophies. When we
immense growth in the power of tun to the Truman circle we do
the Federal Government of which  not find anyone dominating quite

is greater than any m

the President is head. So: 50 obviously. Up to November,
1946, my choice for Number Two
2: Haxkr S, Ty to Truman would have been Leslic
Parenthetically, we may note - Bifle, who was then clerk of the
that this list can be expant
definitely, like a nest of box

o undectake to decide who, or _for example i puing leghlaton
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through Congress, has diminished.  Again, if Roosevelt were P

As of today—perhaps I am stick- dent, I should have named at least

ing my neck out—I would suggest: one other Supreme Court Justice,
2. Cuank CLIFFORD, exccutive  Felix Frankfurter.

assistant to the President 7. Avwinat Wituiaw D, Lexsy,
3. Joux M. Sxvoen, Secretary  Chief of Staf to the President

o iy Let’s turn to the Senate. Since
4. Javes F. Byaxes — eveén in the last analysis they control

though he is out of ofice at the  the fate of leglslllmn once it has

‘moment. reached nal stage,

Under Roosevelt T would have  we must include men Ike:
included one cabinet minister - 8. Rosext A. TAPT, Senator
above all, Harold L. Ickes. Under ~ from Ohio.
d name: LR it VANnY\!rnc
C. MansiaLL, Sec  Senator from )
Y 10. Ausen W. mmu, Sen-
hington scene includes ator from Kentucky. The great
o many people with spoons in  services of this adroit operator are
the pot of power that it is diff- often neglected.
st prose, Bt 1 do sat s, 1. Worne Moz of Orvgon
how anybody could omit le of a dissident
@. Freo M. Vinsox, Chief Jus- k:pubhun liberal. George Aiken
tice of the Supreme Court. f Vermont or Charles Tobey of
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Nm Hlmpﬁhue might also be

s e G
of a totally different type, the first
example available of &

as the best

which MeCarran s spokesman (I
‘might just as well have chosen a
senator representing sugar, cotton,
or some other vested interest) has
tremendous veto power. As 1o
George (I might have named Byrd
or any of a dozen other Southern
senators), all that need be said is
that the Southern

is the chief brake on our national

progress.
Among Represetatves 1 vould
limit myself to three:

1. Jossru W. Mum, Jn,

©ONC

(

Spatke o b Hume el
mportance only by reason of his
job.

5. Suse RavBUry of Texas.
s6. Jomx Tusen of New York

starve any public service, and his
proclivity for doing so is notori-

ous.
In still another public field:
17. Hexwy A, Watiace
It this choice is puzzling, re-
flect simply that if Mr. Wallace
should decide to form a. third
between now and 1948, he

chance Mr. Truman may have for
re-clection.

Le’s now go outside the actual
structure of government and into
the chokingly thick underbrush of
the various pressure groups:

18. Eowaro A. O'NeaL, Presi-
dent of the American Farm Bureau
Federation.

19, EARL BUNTING, current pres-
ident of the National Association

mnufacturers, Mr. Bunting
has no importance in himself; he
serves, however, as a symbol of the
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big business interests represented
by NAM generally.

Also, because they so manifest-
ly symbolize special communities
of great power and influence:

20. CAroIvAL SPELLMAN

21. Cutanis P. Tarr. President
of the Federal Council of Churches
of Christ in America.

22, Ramsr Stevmey S, Wise
And:

23, Warrsn F. Wiire, Secre-
tary of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored
People. What “power” has M
White? Reflect simply that the
balance of power in no fewer than
seventeen states depends on the
Negro vote.

Among labor leaders T would
choose at least cight:

28, Haney Bunces
Jack Krovi. head of the
al Action Committee.
. Vi Do
a1 Janes B. CAREY, secretary
of the C.LO.

e tun to men who are
prominent regionally as well as

as an example of the old-style boss
who gets out the vote.

R. B, Creacen of Texas—
as an cxample of a Republican
boss in the South.

35. Rovext F. Branror, Gov-
emor of Massachusets.

20, Jaes Micaes Comiey,
Mayor of Boston (a political
ower even in prison).

37. Mawmiy H. Kexxewsy, the
new Mayor of Chicago, plus wh
ever remains of the old Kelly-
Nash machine.

Also, because of his broad en-
livening influence and steady
growth in national stature, though
he holds

a8, Haow E. Stassex of
Minnesota.

T would risk putting in here
two newspaper men who have pro.
found influence in two vital states:

Rov A. Rowents of the
Kansas City (Missouri) Star.
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40. Joseri R. KNowLax of the
Oakland (California) Tribune.

T have said that Mr. Gerard
overemphasizes the importance of

43, Russew. Lerrowett, of

AtsoN of Tn-
iness Machines.
s . Guacs of Bethle-
e St Corpora

“Fo. Cranuas E- Watson of Gene
eral Motors Corporation.

47. Hexay Fom 11

48, CanvoLi. M. SmAKs, presi-
dent of the Prudential Insurance
Co. Oddly enough, Mr. Gerard in-
cluded no insurance man on his
list, though the importance of in-
surance n the national economy is

Denver sugar magnat
nt.Wuvm T
T.8&

51 Wvror W. Ausnicn
52. Evin. Scmaw, president of
the New York Stock Exchange.

And, because of his direct fi-
nancial relation to pol

. Joserr N. Pew, Jr. of
Pennsylvania and the Sun Ol Co.

In another special category,
because he represents big-money
law as well as anyone, and because
of his influence on Republican
concepts of foreign policy:

New Deal governed this country
for thirtcen years and had

lasting effect on its political, so-
cial, and economic structure. This
is still an age where the more
predatory magnates can be curbed,
and stll a country with a highly
effective system of controls, even
though they are not always used.
Consider such agencies—some of
them were, of course, in existence
before the New Deal—as the Se-
curities and Exchange Commis-
sion, the Federal Reserve Board,
the Civil Acronautics Authority,
the Federal Power Commission
(with ts regulatory lulhovily over
prirse powes ), he Federal
. the Farm Se-
curty Administation, the For.
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estry Service, the Indian Bureau,
the Department of Interior
who run Bonneville and Grand
Coulee, the Social Security A
ministration, the Commodity Cred-
it Coporation. Al thse we may
lump in one categ
The Nempaprins i

oo overvorked, publioapick
tious. _all butanonymous
osmmonon Iimatus wht
whom the wheels of this country
would not turn. [Pictured is Mar-
wiven S, Eccues, chairman of the
Federal Reserve Board.

long as it remains a dem
racy, the United States is run in
the last analysis by opinion. Bas-
ically the determinant of all po-
litical behavior is the intellectual
climate. The temptation here is to

Times to Archibald MacLeish,
from Walter Lippmann to Eleanor
Roosevelt to Raymond Swing.
limit mysel to the following. You
‘may not like one or two, but they
cannot be ignore

56. CoLoxer. Roset R. Mc-
Conmick: of the Chicago Tribune.

cmstem —d

57.WiLLiam Ranvorrm

Rt

58, Georce H. Garivr—ss a

representative of something new

since Mr. Gerard's time, the cult
of the poll.

Davip SkmvoFF, president

of the Radio Corporation of Amer-

60, Hexny R. Luce.

Let’s not forget that this is the
atomic age. Not only for his work

A, & monument which
sl e . . 1 i
but because he is chairman of the
Atomic Energy Commission, 1

61 Davio E. Liviexaat.

And because the future of the
United States and the world may
well depend on science in the ab-
stract as well as in the concrete:

62. Jawes Bryant Conant of

Finally we approach Mr. Ge-
rard’s total of 64. Only seven of
t survive. Let us conclude
with an elder statesman:

@4. Hexny L. STinson, former
Secretary of War.
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