WHAT AMERICAN
WOMEN SHOULD
KNOW ABOUT
RETURNING
VETERANS

A woman who has seen
millions of GI’s

offers some sound advice
By Frances Langford

Our men are coming home by the shipload.
How are their women greeting them?

Millions of servicemen have been
or soon will be coming back to the
United States. Your husband,
sweetheart, son or brother may be
among them. You will also be
meeting other discharged veterans
everywhere you go.

- Unfortunately some authors have
written of them as if they were
men from Mars. Thus they have
created a gulf between veterans
and civilians. The veterans resent
these self-constituted authorities on
their problems. I don’t pretend to

be any great authority. But I have
met hundreds of thousands of ser-
vicemen and heard them pour their
hearts out, so I do think I’ve
learned a few things that every
American woman should know
about them. Among the things
I’ve learned are these:

Combat has not made these men
killers at heart. They have not
turned lawless. They are not im-
bued with hate. They draw a defi-
nite distinction between using a
gun in wartime and using a gun 1n
peacetime.

GI’s are not “wolves,” at least
not more so than other men. When
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I began to go on overseas tours, I
was told that I would not be safe
among men who hadn’t seen a
white woman for months. But
never once on the battlefronts I
visited did I encounter any dan-
gerous “‘wolves.” In the Aleutians
some of the men had seen no white
woman for a year and a half. They
liked to see me with my hair hang-
ing down and the wind blowing
it. They would walk by and touch
my hair gently.

American GI's are deeply sen-
timental about their homes. All
the little things become big in their
minds—familiar chairs, familiar
tables, a picture that hangs crook-
edly over the side of a certain bed.
A woman who re-does her home
in anticipation of her man’s re-
turn is in for a let-down. Jon Hall,
my husband, who has been in the
Army, once asked me over the
phone, “What have you done to
the house, darling?” “Nothing,” I
said. He sighed, a long contented
sigh. “Let’s keep it just the way
it was when I left.”

Single veterans have become
marriage-minded. When they were
overseas, they probably met a great
many married men, who would
take out well-thumbed pictures of
their wives and children and talk
eloquently about them. Many of
the single men began to wish that
there were some special girl for

them to go home to. Most of them
want to find girls of their own, get
married and start raising families.

Next to having a home and a
girl of his own, the average veteran
is most concerned about getting a
job. He 1s afraid the women who
never worked before the war have
become infatuated with the idea of
independence and may grab the
best available jobs before he gets
home. He feels that women who
can afford to do so should stay out
of jobs needed by servicemen.

If they have been wounded, vet-
erans want understanding—but not
pity. Obvious sympathy makes
them cringe. Women who have
been engaged to men who have
been injured in combat add insult
to injury when they say, “Don’t
worry, dear! I’ll stick by you.”
That gives the men the ‘intolerable
idea that their women are sticking
to them through a sense of duty.

1 hey don’t want to be put on
exhibition. Some parents, proud of
a son’s war record, make the mis-
take of inviting the neighbors over
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to stare at him and ask him ques-
tions. Many servicemen like to talk
about their experiences—but when
they teel like it.

Treat wounded GI's as you
would treat any other man. One
man may like to be kidded; an-
other to be left alone; a third may
want sympathy. If he’s in the mood
for kidding, handle it with a light
touch. I myself will never forget
an experience I had entertaining
some men In the Army’s Bushnell
General Hospital in Brigham,
Utah. One boy was especially de-
pressed. He was hard of hearmg
he was totally blind; he’d lost part
of one arm and one leg. He didn’t
want anyone to sob over him. I
went close to him, spoke close to
his ear, told him my name. He
didn’t get it. I laughed and said,
“I’ll be very peeved with you if I
have to mention Bob Hope before
you recognize me.” His eyes bright-
ened. “Bob Hope,” he said. “Why,
you’re Frances Langford.” 1 kept
the sob out of my voice that was
in my heart. “You louse,” I said.
“You did make me mention Bob
Hope.” He laughed, and I really
do think I cheered that boy up.

Some servicemen are wondering
whether they were suckers to serve
i this war or whether their sacri-
fices are truly appreciated. They
don’t want you to pat them on the
back, but they want an understand-
ing of what they went through.

Don’t let anyone tell you that a
large proportion of our returming
veterans are mental cases. Some
are, it is true; but some would have
suffered those scarless wounds even
if there had been no war. For
heaven’s sake, don’t treat the aver-
age GI as if you were convinced
that he is suffering from battle
fatigue. Where there really 1is
something mentally wrong with a
boy, he should be kept in a hospital
as long as the psychiatrists think i1t
advisable. But those cases are rare.

Returning servicemen won’t ap-
preciate it if you work out a split-
second social schedule for them.
They’ve been looking forward to
going home; and by home they
mean a place of peace and content-
ment. Don’t plan endless visits to
friends and gaudy night clubs un-
less your man wants them.

Most veterans have changed—
some more than others—but few
of them realize that they have

changed and it annoys them when
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the home folks keep harping on
that fact. One boy who’d been

through' campaigns in both Africa
and Europe said to me, “Somehow
I thought my folks would be just

the same as when I left. But they’re
not.” He doesn’t realize that it is
not they who have changed; and
it would do no good to tell him.

Veterans like to feel that wives
and sweethearts trust them. Don’t
ask questions about their faithful-
ness while they were overseas. Just
assume they were true to you.

Most veterans have formed deep
friendships in the service. Remem-
ber the old Biblical saying, “Greater
love hath no man than this, that
a man lay down his life for his
friends.” In the services, friend-
ships have been tested by blood
and fire. Women would be wise to
respect-these friendships.

Many veterans have learned
tolerance. Many who were preju-
diced against certain races and re-
ligions have had their prejudices
wiped out by witnessing the cour-
age of men they despised. Don’t
try to convert your GI to a bigoted
outlook. Try instead to learn tol-
erance from him. Most GI’s have
acquired a deeper understanding
of religion, and with it has come
respect for men of other religions.
As one Protestant boy told me, I
worship the Jewish surgeon who
operated on me. He is my superior
officer, but when 1 salute him, I
do so because he is one of the
finest men alive.”

These veterans have been dream-
ing of coming home, have built up
great expectations. 'American wo-
men can smash those dreams or
help to make them come true.

In three years, Frances Langford, radio
and movie singer, has traveled more
than 150,000 miles as an Army enter-
tainer, mostly by air and mostly with
Bob Hope. She has sung and talked to
||+era||y millions of servicemen in
Alaska, the Caribbean, the Pacific,
North Africa and Europe
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