FIRE TRENCH, SHOWING ENTRANCE TO SHELTER

The shelter is of use only in a narrow or deep trench.
Note that the floor is above the bottom of the trench.

— 4’//”/"7////:\

It is only under very execeptional circum-
stances that under-cutting a trench wall is al-
lowed, and then the shelter should be cut in the
rear wall only. These shelters must be carefully
supervised and watched by the officer, as men
are very often careless, with the result that the
shelters are dug in a hurry and poorly. Then it
rains, the shelter falls in, and the men are no
more. It should be high enough for a man to
sit up straight, and long enough for him to lie
down in, and deep enough for two men to lie

side by side. It should be raised at least a foot
above the floor level in the trench to prevent

water from the trench floor coming in. A shel-
ter smaller than these dimensions is useless.
It has a demoralizing effect, destroying all ac-
tivity, mental and physical.
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