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PRO-GERMAN PAPERS
UNDER CLOSE WATCH

Government Investigators Look-
iIng After Anti-American Ut-
terances in Many Quarters.

SOME MAY BE SUPPRESSED

Sections of Espionage Act to be In-
voked In Checking Attacks Upon
This Country’s Welifare.

An official of the United States Gov-
ernment who is now engaged in an in-
vestigation of certain anti-American and
pro-German pamphletsa and weekly news-
papers printed in this part of the coun-
try, spid yesterday that one result of
the investigation has been to prove to

Ol AT nol ONly are Lne persons laen-
tified with this propaganda laborlng in

the interests of the enemies of the Uni-
ted States, but that {in 2 majority of
cases they are also working to bring

about in the United States such a con-
dition of atfairs as the so-called Soldiers'
and Workmen’s Council gought to bring
about in Russia. Within the past few
weeks some of these publications have
assumed a pro-German attitude even
more violent than befere thie United
States declared war ou Germany. '
For weeks past the Fost Orrice and
Departimenc of Justice lnspection serv-
ices have been keeping .u close walch
on the circuiatvon of these anti-Ameri-
can publicutions, so {ar as the malil is
concerned, and among the poussibilities
of the near tuture is the suppression of
at least some of the more violent o¢f
Lhese papers and pamphlets. The coun-
try-wide investigation now under way is
peing maae under the puthority of Sec-
tion 4 of Title 1, and Sections i, 2, and 3
of Title 12 of the HEspionage act, which
was signed by President Wilson on June
15 last, These sections are as follows:

Title One.

Seciion 3. Whoever, when the United
States is at war, shall willlfully mnake or
convey falsoa reports or fulse statements
with intent to interfere with the operatiuvil
or succesy of the miltary or naval furces
of the United States or 10 promote the suU-
coss of ity enemies, and whoever, whon .
the United States is at war,shall willfully
cause or attempt to cauvuse Insubordination,
disloyalty, mutiny, or refusal of duty, In
the -uiflitary or naval forces of the United
States, or who shail wilifully obstruct the
recrulting or enlistment service of the
United States to the Injury of tha service
ol the United States, shall be punished by
a fina of not more thun $10,000 or im-
prisopment for not more than twenty
yvears, or both.

'Title 'Twelve.

Section 1, Every letter, writing, circular,
postal card, pleture, print, engraving, pho-
Lograph,  newspaper, pauiphlet, book, or
other publication, :natter or thing, of any
kind, in vioiution of any of the provisions
of thls act, {a hereby declared to ba non-
matlabie matter and shall oot be conveyed
in the mallse or delivered from any Post
Office or by any letiter carrier: Provided,
that nothing In this act shall be s con-
strued gs to authorize any person other
than an employe o( the Dead Letter OIf-
flce, duly authorized thereto, or other per-
son upon a search warrant authorized by
law, to open any lelter not addressed to
himse]f. .

Sec. 2. BEvery letfer, writing, circular,

postal card, picture, print, engraving, pho-
topraph, mnewspaper, pamphlet, book, or
other publication, matter, or thing, of any
kind, contaiuing any mauer advocating or
urging treason, insurrection, or forcille re-
sigtance to any law of the United States,
is hereby declared to be non-mailable.
- Sec. 3. VWhoever shall use or attempt to
use the malla or Postal Cervice of the
uUnited. States for the transmission of any
matter declared by Lhis title to e non-
mailable, shall be fined not more than
£3.000 or imprsoned not more than flve
vears, or both, Any person violating any
proviston of this title may be tried and
punished either in the dlstrict In whieh
the unlawful matter or publication was
mailed, or to which it was carried by mall
for delfvery according to thLe dlrection
thereon, or In which it was caused to be
delivered by muall to the rerson to whom
it was addressad.
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The principal objects sought by those
responsible for the circujation in this
countrvy of these pro-German, anti-
American nawspapers, pambphlets, and
circulars, are:

IFirst—To stir up trouble between the
United States and Great Britain by cir-
culating statemonts that England
brough? about the present war, that
England is really an enemy and. not
an ally of the United States, and print-
ing cartoons and drawings the purpose
of which is to create in the minds of
the people of the country the impres-
gion that President Wilson and other
high officials of the Government are
tools of the British Government, ex-
%Ic;itteld for the selfish purposes of Great

ritain.

Second—To spread broadcast the state-
ment that the Unilted States went to
war in order to save the fortunes of
certain rich men and of various cor-
porations engaged in the manufacture
of rnunitions of war, and that President
Wilson willfully and knowingly uttered
an untruth when he szid that the
United States went te war ‘' to make
the world safe for democracy.”

Third—To instigate all the trouble
08sible between American employers of
abor and their employes, and to make
the laboring people believa that they are
being exploited in this war in behalf of
the corporations and men of great
wealth. .

Fourth—To embitter the Irish-Amer-
ican pogulat;on against the TUnited
States overnment and endeavor to
make them Dbelieve that President 1Wil-
aon favors hirsh measures in the hand-
ling of the Irish problem, this part of
the propaganda being in charge of cer-
tain Irishmen who loang aAgo left Ire-
land to make war on England from the
United States. ,

Fifth—To agitate In all parts of the
country in favor ¢f a& peace such as
Germany favors and against which
President Wilson, Lloyd George, and
other Entente statesmen have time and
sagain warned the peoples of the allied
nations,

Sixth—to create the impression that
American newspapers, while ostensibly
owned by Americans are in fact gwned
by IEnglishmén and that the policies of
theseé papers are secrc¢tiy dictated by the
British Government.

A few quotations taken at randoni
from several issues of the various anti-
American publications referred to inds:-
cate the violent and sediticus nature of
this propaganda. These are from ro-
cent issues of a violent anti-American
publication. the avowed policy of which
is to create all the trouble posslble be-
tween the United States and England.

The FEngitsh are =0 entrenched in Calalsg
that the French are wondering 1f they
ever intend to get out—if Calals ig 1o be
another Gibraltar! . e

W

‘* Three miilion loan subscribers.''—Heade
Hne. In other wordg, three niflllon Amer-
icans who are interested financlally In the
war—not in its ending but its duration.

.‘t

‘* Wheat crop offers little for export.

Nation muet economlize and uge substitutes
to ald Alliecs.'’ Headline. Surely, the na-

tion wlill eat auaP,_ shavingy, prass, ans-
thing to let Englishmen get wheat, meat,
and American products. I( England is go-
ing to get the good things, let’'s move over
there and enjoy American rescurces.

#'l

Milwaukee.—'* At .a meeting of the stock-
holders of the German-American Bank,
tie corporate name of the institution was
changed to the American Exchange Bank.
The aclion was taken by & unanimous
vote,''—News Itoem. Shame on the cowards!

l.‘

The British Ambassador has written o
Jetter to Senator Hale suggesting that
Portland Harbor be_ deepened that it may

be extensively used by Canadian shipping-—
much to the offense of Senators King and

Sherman. But why should Spring-Rice
hiave addressed Hale and not Congress as
Balfour did, while the Presldent sat in the
gallery ?

.'l

Mayor Thompson won’t truckle to Eng-
land, and, therefore, he !s a tralter. He
wants to conserve American foods for

Amerlcans first and therefore he is g
menace Lo Americans.

‘.#

The following parasraphs are from the
September issue of a monthiy publica-
tion, which is considered by Government
ngents to be one of the most dangerous
published in this country:

In Amerfca the month just past has heen
the blackest month for freemen our genera-
tion has known., With &8 sort of hideous
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apathy the country has acquiesced Iin a
regime of Judicial tyranny, bureaucratio-
suppresslon, and industrial bdarbarism,
which followed Inevitably the {first fine
careless rapture of militariam.

.,

Ths United Btates haas a more extended
record of atrocities to her credit than sny
other nation of the;clivilized world, The
number of negroes Iynched in this country.

since 1880 amounts to one In every four
days.. Some ironical god or destiny must
have brought this long story of bioody pub-
lic crime to its culmination in East St.
Lol last month, just as we set forth on
our chivairous crusade to rid the world of
** German ** frightfulness.

This week’'s issue of a notoriously ?m-
Ferman publication prints on its first
>age, in box form, an article signed
‘* Robert M. I1.a Follette,” the conclud-
ng sentences of which are a plea for the
‘Jection of men to Congress who will
1idvocate the same policies as La ¥Follette
5 now advocating. :

‘“ The citizen should bezin to work
10W,"" says the Wisconsin Senator, * for
he election of a Congressiman who rep-
'‘agents his views on the war issues., If
1¢ would preserve his liberties, his free-
lom of thought snd speech and action
¢ should not be intimidated by the
nreats of tho war traders and their
iewspapers.”’ "

Here is one paragraph from a four-
-age document recently sent through the

nails by a committee said to represent
he Soclalist-Labor Party: RERESD

What are the reasons for America's
entry into the war? The princinal im-
mediate casus belll {s the interference of
Germany’s submarine blockade with the
profitable trade with the Entente Allies
and the fact that this constitutes a viola-
tion of Iinterndtional law. But that g
no explanation in itself, as Greut Britain's
mine-laying in the XNorth Sea is esqually
n violation of international law. But in
this case the violation has been sub-
mitted to, and American ships have begen
kept away from danger. The talk about
the killilng of Americans ts calculated only
to stir up warlike feellngs in the masses
who must do the fighting. If American
ships had persisted in traversiug the
mine-sown area in the North Sea, the
British would have heen gullly of taking
American life also.

Besides, the capitalists who want war
care nothing for American iives, When
d¢id they ever let conslderationsg of hu-
manity interfere with their profit-making?
Think of their massacre of the working
class at Ludiow, Col., at Bayoune, N. J.,
and many other places: and the slaughter
of American workers in industry, largely
praventable except for considerations of
profit! Yet “‘we'’ submitied to the British
violations and went to war over the Gar-
man ones. WwWhy? PBecause ‘‘our’ sym-
pathy ia on the side of the Entente Allles,
And why is that? Because if the Allles
do not win, and win quickly, they inay
not be able to pay Interezt on the money
that J. P. Morgan and his c¢rowd have
loaned them. Besides, wao cannot afford
to let the Industrial capltalists lose money
by Interference with their profitable trade.
Sooncer let.thousands of American young
men be killed- in battle,

The country-wide activities of the s0-
called People’'s Council are well known.
'That organization is now publishing a
propaganda pamphlet called *° IFacts."”
In & recent issue there appeared theso
verses, captioned '* The War Maker '

e walked in peace in a frock of black
In the fieldes bencath the Dome;

But Le did not know what it was 10 yearn
For the ploce we once called home;

1fa did not now what it waa to dle
And rot in the burning sun,

A thousand men in a dripping treéench
All rotting one by one,

e d4id not wear a gllded coat,
Nor a helmet on his head, »
But he spoke the word that hurled us all

On the scrap heap of the dead.

YWhen President Wilson desiignated the
Sixtv-ninth New York as the {irst of the
New York troops to go abroad, the Irish

agitators lost no time in branding it a
pro-British, anti-Irish move. This week’s
jssue of the Gaelle American prints a
long article on this ‘‘ outrage,’” in which
it says:

The rumors which have been (floating
around for some time in relation to the
Sixty-ninth, namely, that it was to be
quietly smuggled out of the country and
paraded through Ireland and England, for
the purpose, If possible, of turning the tide
of Irish Neationallsm and inducing Irish
vouth to go and fight England’'s batties in
Europe—those rumors seem to take concrete
shape in rushing off the Sixty-ninth in this
cspectacular fashion for reasons that are

urely political. We find it hard to be-
feve that the War Department ¢an be B0
ratuous as to think that any such paltry

OldMagazineArticles. com



4
Espionage Act

attempt at befooling the Irish race in Amer-
{ca can be successful.

But Ireland’'s day is coming. It is at
hand. The mighty blows that are stag-
gering England and are sending her clam-
oring to America for help are breaking the
bonds that bind Ireland. While the last
veatige of her tyranny remains to fetter
the upgrowth of Irish natlonality, while a
ahired of alien English influence works
banefully against lrishmen at home or
abroad, England will have Irish enmity to
deal with. Irish-Americans wlll not be ca-
ioled or ‘' honored '’ or humbugged Iinto
instrumentalitiea for saving England’s neck

here or in Flanders.

The Post Office authorities have sent
tons of such stuff to Washiungton for
inspection by the officials of the de-
partment.

“We know all about it."" said Post-
master Patten jyesterday, *’ and Wash-
ington is being given all the evidence
that comes into our possession. As to
what action is to be taken 18 a ques-
tion I am not in a position to answer.”
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